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DG Geoff’s Message
It is with great pleasure that I let you
all know what I have been doing
from 25 October 2011 to 15 January
2012. My journey as your District
Governor has continued as Lions
Lady Cherie and I continue to visit
the Lions, Leos and Lioness Clubs
of our District; 57 Lions, 4 Lioness
and 5 Leo Clubs. Lions Lady Cherie
and I made a special decision to stop
working during this year so that we
could take the most of the opportunities of the official Club visits to
stay overnight and to meet the members and their supporters outside of
the more formal dinner. We have
been invited into the homes of many
of our members as friends, had the
opportunity to share breakfast and
lunches with many of our Lions
family, and are now more aware of
the kind of people who are so enthusiastic about making their communities that much better.
Speaking of opportunities, I would
encourage you all to take advantage
of every opportunity that comes
along. I have certainly done that.
Some of those took me to places
where I did not really want to be,
some I would describe as ‗learning
experiences‘, but many resulted in a
rewarding life in law enforcement
and public service and, just as important, to a satisfying role in Lions
Clubs International.
Cherie and I continue to see firsthand the many projects the Clubs
are undertaking to make the communities in which they live and
serve that much better. Every club
we have visited so far are undertaking diverse projects, some in part-
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nership with local government and other associations,
some alone – but all are seen by their
communities as an important role for
Lions.
All of the official visits have included fun and fellowship. During
my visit to Bowning just before
Christmas, I met with Santa who
asked me for my Christmas wish list
and presented me with an appropriate
gift.
My visit to the Sydney Baseball Club
was on Robbie Burns Day, so the kilt
came out to be a part of the fun of the
evening. During this visit I had the
great honour of presenting our IPDG
Warren Woods with Lions Clubs
International District Governor‘s Excellence Medal. Lion Warren has
been a mentor to me and the work he
undertook in the role as our District
Governor last year should not be forgotten.

L-R IPDG Warren Woods receives his LCI DG‘s Excellence Award at the DG‘s official visit to the Sydney Baseball Lions Club.

The District has implemented the
District Governor Team. Part of the
team‘s role is to consider the strate(Continued on page 2)

L-R DG Geoff Hobart met Santa at his official visit to the Bowning
Lions visit.
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Membership:
very best for this year and I pray you and your Clubs have a
District 201N2 started the year with 65 Lions Clubs
successful and fun filled year.
(1718) 6 Lioness Clubs and 7 Leo Clubs. Of the 65 Clubs
Lion Geoff Hobart, District Governor 2011-2012
there are still 9 Clubs with Male Members only. Female
(Photos supplied by DG Geoff Hobart)
Members make up 24.75 % of our total membership.
(Continued from page 1)

To date, our District has received 44 membership enquiries through our National Office, which continues to convince me our national advertising campaign is working.
The enquiries are referred to our District Global Membership Coordinator and I am happy to report that 5 of the
enquirers have been inducted into Lions‘ membership.
This year, the District began the year with 1,718 Lions
and currently has 1,692, a net loss of 26. I am happy to
report though we had net gains for November, December
and so far in January, so the signs are encouraging. During my official visits, I have inducted 14 of the 88 new
Lions and 32 new Leos. There is little doubt in my mind
our District will continue to grow, despite the loss of 114
members so far. Our International President often speaks
about ―My Club, My Family‖. I would like to issue a new
challenge to all Clubs – that no more members are
dropped for the remainder of this year so that we can improve our membership retention rates.
District Governor‘s Partner‘s Special Project:
Lions Lady Cherie agreed to raise the profile of the District Governor‘s partner this year by undertaking her own
project and encouraging Clubs to support her work. As a
published author, she selected the Children‘s‘ Literacy
Program, a Category B Project approved at the MD201
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Official publication of
Lions District 201 N2

Editor: David Robson
6 Hoskings Crescent, Kiama Downs
2533 Phone: 02 4237 5523
Email: david.robson3@bigpond.com
Website: http:\\201n2.lions.org.au
The ―MD201 N2 Lions Newsletter‖
relies on the contributions of Cabinet
Officers and Club members. The stories you provide improve the
content and make interesting reading for other Lions. Every effort
is made to include all stories submitted, but a restriction to 12
pages for the printed edition may mean some stories appear in the
Internet edition only. To reduce postage costs, the N2 newsletter
is distributed at Cabinet Meetings.
Newsletter Deadlines for 2011-12 editions:
15/04/2012 Cabinet Meeting: Deadline 16/03/2012
The printed and Internet editions of the N2 Newsletter are now
being lodged with the National Library of Australia, Canberra,
using the following access codes:
ISSN—(Print) 1837—588X
ISSN—(Online) 1837—5898
All photos in this edition are copyright of David Robson, unless
otherwise credited.

Printed by Weston & Co Publishers P/L 57 Shoalhaven Street Kiama NSW 2533

Page 2

Welcome to new members

Past members remembered

District 201 N2 covers southeast
NSW and the ACT, comprising
Lions, Lioness & LEOs Clubs in
south-western Sydney, down the
Hume Highway to Bowning,
ACT, Snowy Mountains, Far
South Coast, Eurobodalla,
Shoalhaven, and Illawarra.

The following members of the N2 Lions family passed away
since the November 2011 Edition of this newsletter. The N2
Lions family thanks them for their friendship and service to
their community and Lions, and offers our condolences to their
families, friends and colleagues. May their service be an example to us.

Welcome to the following new members who joined from November 2011 up until 29/01/2012. Enjoy the activities, fun and
fellowship of the world‘s largest service organisation. Don‘t be
afraid to ask questions and suggest new projects.

Club

Name

Batemans Bay Lions
Canberra City Lions
Corrimal Lions
Pambula-Merimbula Lions
Tahmoor Lions
Tathra Lions

Lion Yvonne O‘Connor
Lions Lady Helen Dengate
Lion Noel Field
Lions Lady Eleanor Beasley
Lion Bob Beveridge
Lion Colin Ferguson

We look forward to meeting you.

Club

New member

Sponsor

Bowning & District
Bowral
Braidwood
Bundanoon

Lynnie Green
Judith Mitchell
Peter Moore
William Bransom
Andrew Chinnery Geoffrey Baker
Terry Lemke
Peter Wearing-Smith
Valerie Willis
Andrew Rocca
Cabramatta Cabra-Vale
Natalie Olive
Jenny Tew
Adrian Wong
Jenny Tew
Camden Lioness
Angela Coulter
Dianne Edwards
Dapto
Delfina Dimoski
Chris Donaghy
Glyn Richards
Barbara Moore
Eden Lioness
Elizabeth Hall
Gerringong
Leon Tranby
Clifford Roberts
Helensburgh
Junko Lang
Margaret McGuire
Sue-Ellen Wright Stephen Wright
Ingleburn
Laurie Dickenson Sylvano Jelich
Irene Grimes
Sylvano Jelich
Sally Meredith
Sylvano Jelich
Roshan Perera
Sylvano Jelich
Jervis Bay
Leanne Jackson
Wendy Roberts
Jindabyne
Michael Kowalewski Brian Farmer
Jack Van Dongen Wendy Hukins
Liverpool
Vainetukaroa Adam Roy Wright
Narellan
Ashley Alderton
Brooke Bowser
Patricia Hyett
Nowra
Brian Legge
Paul Meagher
Oak Flats
Kelley Ryan
Susan Urszalak
Adam Urszalak
Susan Urszalak
Queanbeyan
Karri McNaught
Gregory Tarrant
Benjamin Duggan Bruce Mitchell
Katrina Hubbard
Neil Daniel
Sanctuary Point
Lisa Chen
Matthew Scott
Shoalhaven Lioness Laurelle Paton
Lyn Fryar
Tathra
Frederick Seigers Donald Tetley
Ulladulla Milton
Robert Murray
Allan McDonald
Ian Wykes
Brian Thompson
Kathy Wykes
Brian Thompson
Wollongong
Maria Brown
Christine Madden
Bianca Dickinson Danina Scrivenor
Ben Hodyl
Eduardo Pantoja
Lions
Lioness’
Leos
N2 total members

1,693 (as per WMMR on 29/01/2012)
105 ( as per Feb 2012 Lioness Report)
164 (as per Nov 2011 Leos Report)
1,962
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Contact / Meeting Updates
The underlined contact or meeting details below have been
changed, added, or deleted when compared to the original
2010-11 N2 Cabinet and Club directories distributed by
email:
Clubs:
Ulladulla Milton Lions: Email: umlions@gmail.com
Lions:
Catherine & John Gallagher: Email: cbgjrg@bigpond.com

Cabinet Secretary Notes
At the Cabinet Secretaries training we were advised that information for the new MD201 Directories, etc via the PU 101 is
required to be in the MD office by NO LATER than the 30th
March 2012.
This means that all N2 Clubs need to:
 All Clubs MUST hold their elections before the end of
March probably at their second meeting of that month
where it applies.
 Once the elections are held, complete the PU101 section
your Clubs WMMR database immediately.
 Because many Club WMMR databases are not complete
with information and because some of the numbers required in the Directory are additional, I also need the attached new form of PU101 completed at the same time and
returned to me before the 30th March.
 If your club meets alternate fortnights, could you kindly
include the first meeting date in the new Lions year in both
places.
 Because I understand some clubs are in the process of or
have changed meeting venues and or days, please check
and update those records as well.
 Once I have all Club PU101‘s in, I am to fill out a new
spreadsheet that has all the directory data and have it in
Newcastle by the end of March.
 Unless advised otherwise, any Club who hasn‘t had their
elections by the time required and or declines to send me a
PU101, will have this year‘s officers inserted in the directory for intending visitors to contact as I don‘t believe in
the past practice of inserting TBA.
Your urgent cooperation will be appreciated.

Lion John Flarrety
Cabinet Secretary District 201N2 2011-2012
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375 entries in Lions Club
Peace Poster Contest
Congratulations to the
Austinmer-Thirroul Lions Club for sponsoring
the winning N2 District
Peace Poster entry by
Rosina (Photo of poster
at right supplied by Trish
Hyett).

SPREADING PEACE AND INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING
Twenty-four international finalists are selected each year, representing the work of more than 350,000 young participants
worldwide. Posters are shared globally via the Internet, the media and exhibits around the world.

Austinmer-Thirroul Lions Club has adopted this
project whole-heartedly,
sponsoring 10 schools or
groups in the 2011-12
Lions Clubs International
Peace Poster Contest.
There is a town festival
into which the Lions
Club have incorporated
the Peace Poster contest, receiving 375 entries, 90 of which
were displayed at the festival in the club‘s Lions information
booth, which informed visitors about their club and other Lions
Club activities in Zone 1.
At their club judging, Austinmer-Thirroul Lions Club incorporated a ‗People‘s Choice Award‘.
Unfortunately, Rosina wasn‘t the N District‘s winner, the 201112 Peace Poster Contest was won by an entry from Hornsby
Lions Club (N5).
What a great way of combining Lions projects, supporting both
youth and community, and getting the name of Lion ―OUT
THERE‖!!! It well and truly lets people know we do more than
cook a great sausage sizzle!!! Well done Austinmer-Thirroul!!!
Come on Lions, let us learn by seeing peace through the yes of
children.
2012-13 Lions Club International Peace Poster kits will soon be
available from the MD201 office in Newcastle.
Lion Trish Hyett, N2 Peace Poster Chairperson
Ph: 02 4655 8578 Email: trishyet@bigpond.net.au
___________________________________________
AN ANNUAL ART CONTEST FOR KIDS
Each year, Lions clubs around
the world proudly sponsor the
Lions International Peace
Poster Contest in local schools
and youth groups. This art
contest for kids encourages
young people worldwide to
express their visions of peace.
For 25 years, more than four
million children from nearly
100 countries have participated
in the contest.
The theme of the 2012-13
Peace Poster Contest is
"Imagine Peace." Students,
Current International Peace Poster
ages 11, 12 or 13 on November
15, are eligible to participate.
February 2012 Edition, Issue 2

PROMOTING THE ARTS
Each year's art contest for kids consists of an original theme
incorporating peace. Participants use a variety of mediums, including charcoal, crayon, pencil and paint, to express the theme.
The works created are unique and express the young artists' life
experiences and culture.

PEACE POSTER CONTEST JUDGING
Each poster is judged on originality, artistic merit and expression of the theme.
Posters advance through several judging levels: local, district,
multiple district and international. At the international level,
judges from the art, peace, youth, education and media communities select one grand prize winner and 23 merit award winners.
PEACE POSTER CONTEST AWARDS
International winners will be notified on or before February 1.
 One international grand prize winner will receive US$5,000
and a trip to a special award ceremony with the sponsoring
club president and two family members at Lions Day with
the United Nations (subject to change).
 Each of the 23 merit award winners will receive a cash
award of US$500 and a certificate of achievement.
(Ed. Some winning Peace Posters have been selected for a
United Nations stamp)
PEACE POSTER CONTEST PAST WINNERS
Past Peace Poster Contest grand prize winners have come from
Brazil, Guadeloupe, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan,
Lebanon, Malaysia, Martinique, Peru, Philippines, South Africa,
Multiple District 300 Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey and the United
States.
PEACE POSTER CONTEST PARTICIPANT INFORMATION
To learn more about the Lions International Peace Poster Contest,
please view our brochure, contest rules and deadlines, call 630203-3812 or contact the Lions Clubs International Public Relations Department.
MEMBER RESOURCES
To access member resources – including contest deadlines and
instructions for ordering Peace Poster Contest Kits – please visit
the Peace Poster Contest section of our Member Center
Source: http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/our-work/youth-programs/
peace-poster-contest/index.php#

High achievers compete for
Figtree Youth of the Year
Figtree Lions Club‘s 2011/12 Youth of the Year, Daniel McNamara, has overcome the first hurdle in his bid to take out the national title. The 17-year-old Illawarra Grammar School student
will head for the Lions Youth of the Year quest‘s regional awards
and if successful he will move onto the District, State and National finals.
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The Lions Youth of the Year Quest, which began in 1966, is a
prestigious event for young people and boasts many high profile
Australians amongst the ranks of previous entrants, including
former Prime Minister Kevin Rudd.

Lions Christmas Cakes
success in Nowra
The Nowra Lions Club‘s Christmas Cakes Committee Chairman
is Lion David Brown, who has been an active member of Lions
for 42 years. For their 2011 Christmas Cakes program, Lion
David visited all their outlets over the months before Christmas
to set up their Lions Christmas Cakes sales. Lion David, and
other Nowra Lions, spent many hours delivering Lions Christmas cakes to the sales outlets in and around Nowra.
Photos below supplied by John Price

L-R Jeremy Bogavac, Jessica Prior, Daniel McNamara, Isaac Kim, and Nicholas Gerovasilis. Photo supplied by Arthur Smithers.

Daniel, who enjoys cross country running, singing, Irish dancing, volunteering and public speaking, was selected from five
Youth of the Year candidates after an extensive judging process
held at The Grange Golf Club Function Centre.
Figtree Lions Club member Keith Horrocks, who coordinated
the event, said the annual quest sought a high level of academic,
leadership, sporting, public speaking and citizenship achievement in its potential winners.

Above: Lion David Brown delivering Lions Christmas Cakes using the Nowra
Lions Club‘s truck.

―By emphasising these qualities it hopes to provide outstanding
role models for the youth of Australia and an overall increase in
the confidence of young men and women,‖ he said.
―The quest is an excellent means of assisting Australia's youth
and promoting the essential role of leadership development and
community service organisations in maintaining Australia's high
standard of living.‖
The other candidates included Nicholas Gerovasilis from Edmund Rice College, Isaac Kim from the Illawarra Grammar
School as well as Jeremy Bogovac and Jessica Pryor from Figtree High School.
At the presentation function attended by more than 50 people,
each of the candidates who had been interviewed by a threemember judging panel earlier in the day, were asked to speak
for two minutes on an impromptu topic such as ―minority government: good or bad for democracy?‖ and to give a prepared
five minute speech.

L-R Nowra Lions Bob Wright, Stan Wilton, & David Brown delivering Lions
Christmas Cakes.

Nicholas Gerovasilis won this section with his speech entitled
―Banning the Burqa‖.
As overall winner on the night Daniel McNamara now will
move onto the regional Lions Youth of the Year quest which
has been sponsored by the National Australia Bank for more
than 12 years.
This year‘s judges were environmental management consultant
Sally Perry who spent 12 months in Tonga as part of Australia‘s
Youth Ambassadors foreign aid program in 2000/2001; Rebecca Fullford from the National Australia Bank and retired
lawyer John Driscoll.
Further information: Keith Horrocks: phone (0437 310 458)
February 2012 Edition, Issue 2

L-R Nowra Lion Peter Murphy of Murphy‘s Tyrepower Service Nowra, receiving Lions Christmas Cakes from Lion David Brown.
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2012-13 Incoming Club
Officer Training Dates
When each N2 Club holds their elections for 2012-13 Club Officers, please advise the incoming President, Secretary, Treasurer,
Membership Chairperson, and any other interested members, of
the following dates, locations, and venues.
Date
Location
Venue
19/05/2012 Wollongong Berkeley Sports & Social Club
20/05/2012 Ingleburn Ingleburn RSL Club
26/05/2012 Ulladulla
Ulladulla High School
27/05/2012 Bermagui Bermagui Community Hall
2/06/2012
Goulburn Goulburn Workers Club
3/06/2012
Canberra
Burns Club, Kambah
Further details and any changes to be advised.
David Robson, N2 Training Chairperson

Lions Identikid
Kambah Lions are marking 25 years of a community program
that can help parents if their children go missing.
Lions Identikid provides families with ID cards for children.
The wallet-sized cards can handed to police or shopping staff if
a son or daughter wanders away.
The cards help quick identification and can be a great comfort to
parents looking for a missing child and who may be too upset to
give an accurate description to authorities.
The Lions Club of Kambah has issued over 1000 cards to Canberra families since the program began in 1986. The 30 member
Club runs sessions at the Erindale and Hyperdome Shopping
Centres and school fetes.
Parents obtain the ID card after entering their child‘s name, gender, age, weight and other vital details onto a form.
After taking a digital photograph of the child Lions match this
with the parent-supplied information to produce a tamper-proof,
credit card-sized data card.
The privacy of the child and the family is paramount. Lions
delete all computer records after each session and the completed
form and the ID card are handed to parents.
Lion Bob Crawshaw, author of the forthcoming book: "PR on a
Tiny Budget: How Not For Profits Can Win Attention"
bob.crawshaw@mainestreet.com.au Mob: 0401 063 387
N2 Lions Identikid contacts:
DAPTO LIONS: Lion John Penney
NOWRA: Lion Max Costin
CANBERRA KAMBAH: Lion Jim Neave
GOULBURN CITY: Lion Des Rowley

N2 Lions family recognised
Congratulations to the members of the Australian Lions family
and Lions supporters who have been recognised by Australian
Honours Awards, the OAM Association, and their Local Government on Australia Day 2012. All recipients served their
community in many ways through many organisations:
Mr. John J. Boyle Warrandyte VIC (OAM)
Mr. Jack W. Le Cras Kingsley WA (OAM)

Mr. James F. Field Yass NSW (OAM)
For services to the community of Yass, and to Lions International.
Full Citation: Senior Deputy Captain, Rural Fire Service,
Blakney Creek Brigade 1994-2000; Deputy Captain 1990;
Member since 1950; Member, Bango Rural Fire Brigade
since 1950; Member, Yass Fire Committee.
Deputy Mayor, Yass Valley Council for 5 years; Councillor
for 12 years; served on several Council Committees including Chairman, Regional Bush Fire Management Committee,
Traffic Committee, Saleyard Committee, Mapping Committee; Deputy Chairman, Weeds County Council Committee
(involving 4 shires).
President, Yass Safety House 5 years; Vice President;
Founding Member Gwen Warmington Lodge.
Board Member, Horton House. Board Member, Mount Carmel School; Member Fundraising Committee. Patron, Yass
Touch Football Association. Patron, Yass Shoe and Rodeo
Society. Patron, Yass Picnic Racing Club. Former Coach,
Yass Boys Club, Junior Cricket Assoc.
Member Lions International since 1981. Life Member, Life
Governor, Chairman Lions NSW/ACT Save Sight Foundation; Chairman Lions Clubs NSW/ACT Public Health Care
Foundation; Executive Member since 2001. Board Member,
University of Sydney Save Sight Institute. Regional & Zone
Chairman, Lions District 201N2. Member of various committees and boards for 22 years, inc. Marketing and Fundraising, Australian Lions Drug Awareness Foundation and
Australian Lions Foundation. President, Lions Club of Yass,
Murrumbateman, and Bowning and Districts for 3 terms;
Vice President for 6 terms. Chairman Constitutional & By
Laws Committee, Youth of the Year Committee, Miss Personality Committee, and Extension Committee. Driver /
Organiser, Driver Reviver Program.
Mrs. Marion J. Smith Horsham VIC (OAM)
Dr. Ian F. Robertson Toorak VIC (OAM)
Emeritus Professor John D. Sumner-Potts Twin Waters
QLD (OAM)
Lions National Honours Advisory Committee:
PDG Colin C. Beauchamp AM JP
(Chair)
PID Bob Coulthard AM
(Member)
PDG Doug Omond OAM
(Member)
Lion Sam Wong AM
(Member, co-opted)
—————————————————————
Members of the N2 Lions family recognised by their Local
Government on Australia Day 2012:
Tracey Anderson—
Crookwell Citizen of the
Year
Tracey came to Crookwell
in 1980 for a holiday where
she married and settled in
the shire of Crookwell in
her time here she has been
involved with Play Group,
Basket Ball Association,
Tracey Anderson on the day she received
Netball Seniors & Juniors,
her ‗Citizen of the Year‘ award in CrookGymnastics helper unpack- well.
ing & packing equipment,
Swimming club, Soccer Association, Crookwell Public School
Canteen helper, P&C committee member, reader with younger
(Continued on page 7)
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children, arts and crafts helper, assisted with excursions and
discos, and Crookwell High School Canteen helper. She was a
committee member for these Sporting groups where she held
high positions. In the late 1990s to early 2000s Tracey was
President of the youth centre. Tracey was also a member of
the SES for eleven years where she attended the Thredbo incident under the control of Fred Speer and one time she was
deputy controller.
Tracey was also involved in a Cads production. In 2008
Tracey became a volunteer with the information centre and is
still there at present. In 2006 Tracey joined the Crookwell
Lions Club and for three years she held the position of Secretary for the club. Tracey also represented the Lions Club on
the Australia day committee, she was on the old Country festival committee where she was Secretary for twelve months,
she was a member of the Kiama Creek land care Group.
Tracey is very community minded, and is a person that is very
hands on. Tracey
has always given a
big commitment to
the Lions Club and
in 2010 she was
given the ‗Lion of
the Year‘ award for
dedication and service to the club.
This year she was
appointed by the
Lions N2 District
L-R Judy Nunn, Heather Davies, Tracey
Anderson, & Bruce Venables cutting the AusGovernor as zone
chairman where she tralia Day cake in Crookwell. Judy & Bruce
were the Australia Day Ambassadors.
oversees Crookwell,
Taralga, Goulburn City, and Braidwood Lions Clubs. In 2010
Tracey joined the NSW Rural Fire Service as a volunteer,
where she is assisting other members talking to children in
schools around the local district about fire safety.
(Text and photos supplied by Norm Fountain)
John Unwin—Kiama Services to the Aged Award
―Most visitors to Kiama will have seen John Unwin‘s work
without realising it, whether it be at the Kiama Show or the
entrance to the township.
Since he retired 25 years ago, Mr Unwin has remained active
in the community, maintaining the CWA building, driving
Blue Haven residents to doctor and hospital appointments,
assisting the Visually Impaired Persons group with their annual luncheons and contributing to the Kiama Lions Club.
Describing himself as a ―doer, not a gonna‖, he was the driving force behind the Lions Park on the north side of the Terrace houses in Collins Street, and can still be seen every
Wednesday morning attending to the grass and flower beds.
―No one else was silly enough to do it,‖ he joked.
His woodcarving have won him success at the Kiama Show,
but have also taken him as far as the Sydney Royal Easter
Show.
But many f his carvings have also found practical uses, with
many organisations benefitting from his skills in making
plaques, gavels and carvings.

―There‘s one at the North Kiama Neighbourhood Centre, one in
Blue Haven, one at Jamberoo Public School and two up at the
Abbey,‖ he said.‖
Source: Kiama Independent 25/01/2012 page 11
———————————————————————Members of the MD201 & N2 Lions family recognised by the
Order of Australia (OAM) Association—Leo Melanie
Loomes [International Leo of the Year 2010/11] and Nathan
Barden [N2 & NSW State Youth of the Year Winner, and
National Youth of The Year Public Speaking Winner
2011/12]
Both Melanie and Nathan were recently awarded a ‗Certificate of
Commendation‘ from the Order of Australia Association for their
community service. Nineteen other students from secondary
schools across New South Wales received the award.
An inscribed medallion was presented to Melanie and Nathan by
Her Excellency the Governor, Professor Marie Bashir AC CVO
at Government House, Sydney. The presentation ceremony included the student‘s citations being read out describing their contributions and commitments to the community. The presentation
was then followed by afternoon tea in the gardens of Government
House.
―Nathan Barnden received a huge honour last week. The Bega
resident and his family travelled up to Government House, Sydney where Nathan was presented with the Order of Australia Association‘s award for Service to the Community.
The prestigious ceremony was attended by state dignitaries including the Governor of NSW, Marie Bashir. Nathan was recognised for his commitment to the Bega Valley Shire where he is
involved with the Jellat Rural Fire Brigade, the local Youth
Council, Indent, hockey and much more.
The 18-year-old said he was proud to receive the award. ―It was
great and it‘s nice to be recognised for the things you do, even
though you don‘t go searching for it,‖ Nathan said. ―Being involved with these groups keeps you busy but I‘m happy to do it.
―If you don‘t do it, then things like local music events are not
going to happen, and it‘s always nice to see the final outcome.‖
Nathan recently completed his Higher School Certificate (HSC)
studies at Bega High School. He was nominated for the award by
school principal Jenne Gardner and Nathan said he was touched
by her gesture. ―It was a great feeling to be supported by Ms
Gardner,‖ Nathan said. ―She has only been school principal for
the past few years but has taken such a great interest in what I do.
―Her support has helped me to go on and get this achievement.‖
The award criteria also included receiving recommendations
from two members of the community.
Nathan received a letter of support from Bega Valley Shire
mayor Tony Allen and chairman of the Lions Youth of the Year
competition, Bryan Coggle. According to Nathan, Mr Allen and
Mr Coggle‘s support was hugely important to him. ―It was great
to be supported by people who stand among high stature in the
community, not just locally, but at a state and national level too,‖
he said.
The Barndens flew up to Sydney for the ceremony last Wednesday morning and returned to the local area that night for another
special event. ―Fortunately we made it safely back for my school
formal; we were just a little bit late,‖ Nathan said.‖
(Continued on page 8)
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Melanie‘s strong
community involvement began when
she joined the
Southern Cross
School K-12 Leo
Club in 2006. Ever
since she has been
an active volunteer
also through her
school‘s Student
Representative
Council. She has
supported various
charities and organizations some of L-R Melanie & Nathan after receiving their medallions from NSW Governor Marie Bashir.
which include the
Red Cross [as a
blood donor], Hope Haven
Women's Refuge, Riding For
the Disabled, Cancer Council, Legacy Foundation, Starlight Foundation, RSPCA,
Westpac Rescue Helicopter,
Beyond Blue and Bushfire/
Flood/Earthquake Disaster
Appeals for Australia and
overseas.
Melanie was honoured to
receive the award, ―I was
very surprised but extremely
honoured to have received
the award. All the students
had amazing achievements
and to be amongst them was
heartwarming. I have many
people to thank for their support over the years which
L-R Melanie Loomes with NSW
have allowed me to volunteer Governor Marie Bashir.
in my community and achieve
many of my goals. In particular my Leo Advisor Dawn Sword
and the East Ballina Lions Club but also all the Lions I have
come across on my journey with this revolutionary organization.
I can‘t say a big enough thank you to everyone, I would love to
individually name everyone but we would need another edition
of this magazine for all the wonderful Lions!‖
(Text & photos supplied by Kevin McInerney)
(Text about Nathan: Bega District News, Josh Bartlett
2/12/2011

Children’s Literacy Project
Yass Lions were busy last week conducting a Children‘s Literacy Program hosted by Berinba School. Just over 100 excited
year 5 and 6 students from local schools were bused or driven in
and treated with a day with Children‘s author Jeni Mawter.
Jeni hails from Sydney where she teaches creative writing at the
Macquarie University. She has published a number of books as
well as children‘s series which include the ―so‖ series, So
Stinky, So Gross, So Sick and many others. Jeni held two sessions both one and a half hours each. The children were taught
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where to get
ideas from, how
to developed
their plots and
characters plus
how to actually
tell their story.
After a number
of exercises and
verbal brain
storming the
Author Jeni Mawter (front of class) delivering her
children then had ―So‖ series to Yass Public School students.
the base for the
competition story. Each student that participated received a
free gift and an autographed copy of one of Jeni‘s books.
This will be sent to the Network for judging and early next
year Yass Lions will be hosting the ―Yass Lions and National
Bank of Australia Youth Excellence awards‖. The NAB will
be providing prizes plus autographed books donated by Jeni.
Jeni is also the patron of the literacy program which is part of
the Children‘s Charity Network.
The Network is a
not-for profit
organisation,
which commenced in Victoria and is now
slowly being
adopted throughout Australia by
Lions Clubs International. The
Network runs a
number of programs but it is the
literacy program
DG Geoff Hobart (rear) with Yass Public School
which was
adopted by Lions students. All who attended received a free autographed book by Jeni Mawter.
at the Mildura
Multiple District
Convention.
Children‘s authors and illustrators have been
approached and
invited to be part
of this program.
For a capped fee
each plus costs
an author and/or
illustrator will
come for a day
Jeni Mawter (right) autographing her book.
and spend it with
up to 100 children.
The literacy program has three different selections to can
choose from, one of which is the attending author program.
The Network also publishes The―Oz Kids in Print‖ magazine
quarterly. Children can enter on line at any time during the
year free of charge and showcase their work. The entries include short stories, poetry and art.
Books for kids is another program. Books are purchased by
(Continued on page 9)
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graphic display about Australia at
War. Shopping was also on her list.

(Continued from
page 8)

the public and
placed in a large
box which is
outside a bookshop, which
when collected
are distributed
thought-out the
local schools and
libraries. The
program also
supplies books
for areas that are
L-R Author Jeni Mawter, Lions Lady Cherie & DG
not fortunate
enough to have a Geoff Hobart. LL Cherie organised the Children's
Literacy Program through the Yass Lions Club.
book shop.
Funds are sent to the network which is then forwarded to a
sponsoring publisher who doubles the moneys sent, discounts
the books and returns them to a Lions club for distribution.
Yass Lions look forward to the award night and to running
further programs in the future. Please consider this project for
your club.
Lions Lady Cherie Hobart
(Text & photos supplied by Cherie Hobart)

Lions Youth Exchange
During the week before Christmas District
Governor of 201N2, Geoff Hobart and Lions
Lady Cherie from Yass Lions, hosted an overseas exchange student from San Paulo, Brazil.
Julia Lopes (photo
to right), a 16 year
old student, who will
commence her senior year this year,
was originally to go
straight to Nowra,
but wanted to see
Canberra first so it
was arranged for her
to spend a short time
in Yass from 17th
Julia Lopes on her arrival in Yass.
December 2011.
After visiting Cooma Cottage and the Yass Museum,
Julia spent time in Canberra visiting New Parliament House and Regatta
Point. In the following days
Cherie and Geoff took Julia
to the Canberra Zoo where
she patted a Kangaroo and
Dingo (photo to right), then
to the Canberra Museum
where she was interested in
Indigenous history. Cowra
and the Japanese gardens
were the next stop where Julia was impressed with the holo-
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Julia attended a Yass Lions meeting and presented a Youth Exchange banner to President
Marlene Wilson (photo to right),
and gave a short talk about herself.
She told us she ―has fallen in love
with Pavlova and crumpets but
isn‘t keen on vegemite‖ plus she
―lives in a fenced apartment block
with her sister and parents so all the animals
and open paddocks on
Cherie and Geoff small
rural holding took a bit of
getting use to‖, especially
when one of the cats become infatuated with her,
―he follows me everywhere‖.
She said she chose the
L-R Youth Exchange student Julia Lopes with
Lions Youth Exchange
DG Geoff & Lions Lady Cherie Hobart.
program due to it
―having a reputation of the student being safe‖ and that ―the host
families make a special effort to show off Australia‖. To be eligible to participate in the Lions program Julia needed to fund her
travel costs, be interviewed by a Lions club to determine her suitability, she needs to be ready to represent her community and
country, have a basic knowledge of Australia, and reasonable
English speaking skills.
The Lions International Youth Exchange program commenced in
1961 and the aim is ―to create and foster a spirit of understanding among the peoples of the world‖ This gives young people a
chance to travel and experience first-hand new cultures, lifestyles,
customs and of course the wildlife. The stay is for around six
weeks and they can spend it with a number of host families
around the country. Unlike some exchange programs, the Lions
Youth Exchange Program does not involve tourism, academic
studies or employment.
Julia was then driven
to Nowra where she
spent Christmas, meet
up with other exchange students, then
went to Perth in mid
January for her last
three weeks in Australia, and returns to Brazil on 28 January
2012.
In Nowra, Julia stayed with her second N2 Lions Host family,
Sally and Stan Wilton (photo above). She arrived on the 22nd December, 2011.
During her stay here Julia enjoyed her first Australian Christmas,
with the whole family, some members travelling long distances to
meet Julia.
Rachel, one of Stan‘s grandchildren, and a similar age to Julia,
made a strong friendship with Julia during her stay. They enjoyed
(Continued on page 10)
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trips to the Nowra Animal Park where Julia
enjoyed a cuddle with
Henry, a Koala which
she was very taken with
(photo to right).
They went to Sydney,
saw Bondi Beach, went
to Paddies Market, and
met the Nowra Lions
Club Members at a welcome party held in her
honour. They enjoyed
days at the beach, at
Huskisson, and saw dolphins on the Whale
Watch cruise. They had
a day with Carmel, another Brazilian Student,
who stayed with Lion
Wendy Roberts of the
L-R Nowra Lions President Paul Meagher
Jervis Bay Lions Club. presents a club bannerette to Julia at the
welcome party.

Julia kept in touch with
her family via the Internet, and made several phone calls home.
It was a very sad day for Sally, Stan, and Rachel, on Monday
9th January 2012, when Julia flew to Perth WA to enjoy time
with another Lions Host family before returning home to Brazil. It was a wonderful experience to meet a lovely girl, such as
Julia Lopes. She was an amazing Ambassador for Brazil, and
became a member of the family very quickly. She enjoyed
every minute of her stay, and thanked the Wilton‘s for an
amazing experience.
Please consider the Lions Youth Exchange program for your
club.
DG Geoff Hobart & Zone 3 Chairperson Sally Wilton
(Photos supplied by DG Geoff & Zone Chair Sally)

Cabinet Meeting Minutes
THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LIONS
CLUBS, DISTRICT 201 N2
Minutes of the Second CABINET MEETING 2011-2012, held
at Mittagong RSL Club, Sunday 13th November, 2011.
Call to Order at 9.00 am Attendance as per sign on sheet
Apologies: Lions Jim Armstrong, Greg Best, June & Jim Field,
Tracey Anderson, Trish Hyett, PDG Ron Kingsbury
Announcements: Cabinet Secretary – Lion John Flarrety. Meeting handed over to DG Geoff Hobart
Invocation: Lion Lorraine Mairinger
Purposes: Lion David Robson
Code of Ethics: Lion Ian Connor
Self-Introductions – Cabinet Members and Visitors – PCC Ian
Gammage, Lions Lesley Connor, Neal Miller, Anthony Kennedy
Confirmation of Minutes - Moved: Lion John Smith, Seconded: Lion Ken McLeish that the minutes of the cabinet meeting, held 24/7/2011 in Goulburn be accepted. Carried
Business Arising from Minutes. i) District Pin – this item to be
included in 1stVDG report.
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District Governor’s Report – DG Geoff Hobart Addition
to report circulated, DG Geoff advised that has visited 5
more clubs. Retention remains an issue, especially dropping
of aged or infirm members, which is not acceptable. Message needs encouragement at club levels,. DG Geoff presented ZC Ian Connor with his district badge/bannerette and
manual 2nd VDG Allan McDonald and PDG Paul Helmling
– Global Leadership Team Badges then presented
Presentation to IPDG Warren Woods of certificate of appreciation from Lions International Moved: DG Geoff Hobart,
Seconded: Lion Jenny Cee, that the District Governor's
report be accepted. Carried
G.L.T - PDG Paul Helmling - reported on meeting held
12/11/11 for the future directions of our District.
A District Assessment of our District, will be conducted
with Zone chairman assisting. A new format will be introduced - Incoming Cabinet Officer training will be held with
Zone Chairman during a morning session, and all others
Cabinet Officers in afternoon. All cabinet officers will be
required to support this new venture. A final report tabled at
the 4th cabinet meeting. Incoming officer training of the
future will be changed to a new format.
Training will become ―portable‖ – training team can take to
zones or clubs, so all clubs will be informed.
Learn about Lions for a Day – training days for all Lions on
any topic – 2 to be held during the 2012-13 year.
District emerging Lions seminar will be held in 2013-14,
then one every year after that.
Cabinet Secretary’s Report &Correspondence– Lion
John Flarrety. The report as circulated, with the addition of:
- District N2 membership as at 13/11/11 – 1,699. WMMRs
not as good as should be. 40/65 as at 23 October. Activity
reports -. There has been just over 35 of 65 clubs who have
submitted their reports to date.
Lion John reported as to where clubs are currently sitting in
relations to the club awards. Also that the Award criteria
will need to be looked at for next year. Concern was expressed by all at the meeting re clubs dropping members
due to age or health. Questions were asked if Lions affected
could be retained by other forms of membership categories.
Moved: Lion John Flarrety, Seconded: Lion David Robson
the report be adopted. Carried
Cabinet Treasurer’s Report – Lion Danny Howard The
spread sheet has been redesigned to make easier to read and
linked back to the constitution
All club's district, multiple district and international dues
have been paid. Lion Danny apologized that with the reformatting of the Dues Notice, the Youth of the Year fee fell
off the end of report. . 35 clubs from 41 have responded
positively with financial support for Youth of the Year.
$221.30 from 2010-11 Blooper Bucket proceeds have been
forwarded to Lions Quest, and a letter of thanks has been
received.
Encourage clubs to view Statements „on line‟.
IPDG Warren Woods asked could the maturity dates for the
3 term deposits be recorded. in the financial report. Treasurer Danny advised that will happen.
Lion Lyn Montgomery advised that the Flash ID project is
holding over $1,000 for Spinal Cord Fellowship as result of
sales. Cabinet Treasurer Danny asked that the funds be sent
so that acknowledgment can be given.
Moved: Treasurer Danny Howard, Seconded: Lion Col
(Continued on page 11)

Printed by Weston & Co Publishers P/L 57 Shoalhaven Street Kiama NSW 2533

Page 10

(Continued from page 10)

Woodley the report be adopted. Carried
CBL Chairman’s Report – Lion Peter Howe additional information from printed report – re Authority to Fundraise – 2
clubs show expired, and one club showed current by expired
date – this one has new 1 yr licence. 3 clubs do not have current Authority to Fundraise. 2, two weeks and the other one
120 days overdue. Correspondence been sent, and Zone Chairman made contact but neither have received a response.
Clubs still not using club PO address for contact details with
Dept Liquor, Gaming, & Racing.
OHS Legislation proposed changes - Legal Officer David Skinner and Insurance Officer Bob Korotcoff are dealing with this.
PDG Lion Bob advised he is waiting for Lion David to give a
report to council of Governors in January. Lion David Skinner
sent letter as read out
Potential Changes in Charities legislation and interested parties
are requested to make submissions.
Moved: CBL Peter Howe , Seconded: ZC Sally Wilton that the
report be adopted. Carried
Reports from Breakout Sessions
1st Vice District Governor Report –Lion Gary Parker displayed artwork for an N2 District Pin, with explanation for
those in room who were not at convention. He further reported
cost of a District Pin, approved at Gungahlin convention, will
be $1.78 per unit. Each succeeding DG will be able to make
minimal change, at minimal cost. (eg: adding a graphic pertaining to their area).
Zone 1 – Helensburgh have 2 new members
Zone 2 - No changes
Zone 3 - Youth Year has been held - Lioness sponsors orphanage in Cambodia not Borneo as reported
Zone 4 -No change
Zone 5 – 2 clubs still have issues
Zone 6 – Next meeting hosted by Nimmitabel club
Zone 7 – Have sponsored a Hart Walker
Zone 8 – combined tree planting
Zone 9 – Youth Year issues
Zone 10 – no report available
Zone 11 – No issues with Youth Year
Zone 12 – concern with access to Leo clubs – ZC Trish Friend
to liaise acknowledge Lion Brian Rope and Graeme Fields for
Liverpool awards.
Zone 13 – new Leo club.
Lion Catherine Gallagher spoke on retention
Cab Sec John raised with zones – lateness of WMMRs, lodgment of activity reports need addressing .
Request to each zone to assist with 2012 Convention booklet,
by way of advertising - $500 is full page, 250 is half page. Lion
Gary Parker will put information in writing.
Children‘s Literacy presentation in Yass - hosted by Lions
Lady Cherie was very successful.
Moved: 1s tVDG Gary Parker Seconded: ZC Sally Wilton,
that the reports be adopted Carried
2nd Vice District Governor Report – Lion Allan McDonald
Youth Camp & Exchange chairman looking for host families
for Malaysian youth over Christmas period. Berry sports youth
camp – dates possible 23-25 March 2012 This weekend clashes
with Youth Year District N2 final.
Spinal Cord has announcement that flash ID donate $5.00 from
each sale to Spinal Cord .
Flash ID – possibility of having chairman on cabinet to assist
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with promotion.
Lions Quest – nothing further to submitted report. Youth of the
Year – State final 14th April 2012 in Griffith. Prizes be set at
$100 for over all winner and $50 for Public Speaking at Region finals and, $100 for both overall winner and Public
Speaking winner at District Final Moved: Lion Brian Thompson, Seconded: Lion Stella McLeish Carried
Moved: PCC Franz Mairinger, Seconded: PDG Warren
Woods that funding of $600 be available to host club for
Youth Year for this current year. Carried
Youth Year Entry Fee – needs to be increased from $130.00 to
$150.00 Motion Moved: Lion Lorraine Mairinger, Seconded:
Lion Stella McLeish that the N2 District Youth of the Year
entry fee be increased to $150.00 . Carried
Contribution for our District to the State final - N District Governors to resolve and DG Geoff to report back to next Cabinet
meeting.
Round Australia trip for winners – rules don't cover additional
expenses required. DG Geoff will raise with council of Governors, and report back. 4
Information Technology: Lion Jim Armstrong is happy to continue to do IT, despite his health issues.
Leos – Lion Jenny Cee raised issue of Youth under 12yrs, with
the idea of looking at forming ―CUB‖ clubs - insurance may
not cover.
Mints – Lion John Smith advised N2 needs 5 more participating clubs to be district's national leader
Lioness – Lioness Kay Hardy reported 2 new members for
Camden, and 1 for Eden, who are celebrating 30 year anniversary at end of November. All clubs working well.
Organ Donor & Prostrate Awareness -.Lion Ken McLeish – no
further to add to circulated report.
Children‘s Cancer – Lion Stella McLeish – still waiting for
brochures to arrive
Coach Tour – Lion Lorraine Mairinger advised there are still
vacancies on the coach tour to Perth.
Foundations – contributions of 20, 50 and 100 are good contributions to Foundations
Diabetes – Lion Brian Rope will be attending a memorial at
the Eye Bank at Concord Hospital for recipients and donor
families of corneas.
ALCMF – Lion Beverly von Stein reported that the 8 children
are now all being sponsored. Difficulty of feedback – clubs to
continue lines of communicating with recipients.
ALDAF – circulars to clubs in near future and information on
awards available
Communications – numbers for incoming officer forums increased. Need to allocate $2,000 budget. Moved: Lion David
Robson, Seconded: PDG Paul Helmling Carried
Generic email address for clubs, and district officers to be encouraged.
Historian – blue books been restored due to donation.
Newsletters– Cabinet members encouraged to take club's
newsletters to save postage .
Moved: 2nd VDG Allan McDonald Second: Lion David
Robson that the reports be adopted Carried
Additional information to written reports
Convention 2011 – Lion Danny Howard Report submitted on
behalf of Lions George and Bonnie Fox who have transferred
to Lions on Oz and begun their travels. Hard work of dedicated
Gungahlin Lions and cabinet officers helped produced a successful convention Catering issue in relation to Lions Christmas cake for morning/afternoons teas was addressed by 2011
(Continued on page 12)
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convention committee at their wash up meeting.
Moved: Danny Howard, Seconded: Lion Beverly von Stein
the report be accepted. Carried
Convention 2012 – Lion Jenny Cee The motels in Goulburn
have been approached for reduced rates Partners tour is
planned, will visit Historic sites of Taralaga and Crookwell
Number of options for other activities be investigated. Band
Booked. Theme for weekend is ―Bushrangers‖. Correct dates
for Convention are - 19th, 20th. and 21st. October 2012
Moved: Lion Jenny Cee, Seconded: ZC John Penney the report be adopted. Carried
General Business.
Convention 2012-13 Proposed budget - Moved: Lion Jenny
Cee, Seconded: ZC John Penney that the budget proposed be
accepted. Carried Moved: Lion Jenny Cee Seconded:: ZC
Sally Wilton, 2012 Convention committee be granted a
$3,000.00 advance Carried
Coach Tour Budget $:3,357.00 per person - Subsidized by
$557.00. Price to Perth MD Convention will be $2,800.00
Moved: Lion Lorraine Mairinger, Seconded: Lion Ken
McLeish Carried
MD $1,000 Public Relations grant scheme (from members
fees to MD) to strengthen the profile about Lions in Australia.
This must be matched with the District's contribution. Potential to gain some assistance. Will require zone chairman support to gather information from clubs. Suggestions forwarded
to Cabinet Secretary. Future Governors wives ―annual project‖
could be supported by way of the grant money
Volunteers as Employees for purposes of OHS. Annual Driver
Reviver forum held in Goulburn, raised issue of volunteers as
―employees‖. Lion David reported on this matter. This item
was raised in CBL report – further information will be issued
when it comes to hand.
District Changeover date will be Saturday, July 14th, 2012.
Proposed venue is Yass RSL, the venue yet to be confirmed.
4th Cabinet Meeting – due to the Youth Year State final being
held on same weekend, the final cabinet meeting at Mittagong
RSL will now be held on Sunday, April 22nd 2012.
Blooper Bucket – Moved: Lion Stella McLeish, Seconded ZC
Sally Wilton that Cabinet conduct a Blooper Bucket at each
cabinet meeting. Carried.
Moved Lion Stella McLeish, Seconded Lion Peter Howe that
the proceeds of Bloopers will go to Lions Children‘s Cancer
Research Carried
Final Remarks and Meeting Closure – District Governor,
Geoff Hobart is pleased with the way the District is operating,
and looking forward to the new directions that are planned. He
wished all present a safe journey home.
Next Cabinet Meeting – Goulburn Workers Club, Sunday,
19th February, 2012 Meeting Closed - 2.20pm

Only half of the people with diabetes have a regular eye examination, and one-third have never been checked.
People with diabetes have a 25 times increased risk of vision
loss over non-diabetics.
There are no early –stage symptoms of diabetic retinopathy.
Vision loss may not occur until the disease is advanced. Latestage diabetic retinopathy symptoms include: blurred vision,
eye strain and headaches.
Effective management of diabetes mellitus, including better
control of blood sugar levels, blood pressure and cholesterol,
will help delay the development of retinopathy.
When diabetes is first diagnosed, regular eye examinations are recommended. Early diagnosis and treatment
can prevent up to 98% of severe vision loss.
To find out more information about diabetic retinopathy log
onto the LEHP-Australia website www.lehp.org.au
Source: Centre for Eye Research Australia
For further information within N2 contact:
PDG Ken Bowden & Lion David Robson

N2 Youth Camp
Lions District 201N2 has approved that a Youth Camp be run
from 23rd to 25th March 2012. Whilst Clubs are encouraged
to use the camp as a reward for the winner of the Youth of
the Year, some other youth project where a particular youth
stood out, a worthy youth in your area or for a member of the
Leo Club in your area.
The Camp is open to youth from your Club area, unless the
required minimum number of 20 youth fails to register.
There is a maximum number of 28 youth accepted for the
camp. The age for youth attending this year‘s camp has been
extended to 16-20 years old at the time of the Camp though
the target age remains as before.
Youth should arrive on Friday 23rd March at about 5.00pm
and will depart on Sunday 25th March around 2.30pm.The
Camp will be held at the Department of Sport & Recreation
at Berry where all meals will be provided. All Transport to
& from the Camp is the responsibility of the sponsoring Lions Club. I will be at the Camp site from about 2.30pm to
greet youth on arrival. There is no cost to attendees for the
Camp this year.
Accommodation at the Camp is bunk beds in cabins of 4
beds per room all youth must bring their own bed linen or
sleeping bag. The taking of drugs, smoking or alcoholic
drinks are not permitted at the Camp
This is a Lions Club Project and is covered by Lions Insurance; the selected youth‘s name should be recorded in the
Board minutes of your Club. Youth Leaders will be in attendance to assist youth and to help organise the program.

Diabetic Retinopathy – Is someone you know at risk?
Diabetic retinopathy is a complication of diabetes mellitus
that damages blood vessels inside the retina at the back of the
eye. It commonly affects both eyes and can lead to vision loss
if it is not treated.

Sport & Recreation provide instructors on all the activities
and are fully trained in these activities conducted at the
Camp. Activities include Canoeing/Kayaking, Archery,
High/Medium Ropes, Giant Swing & Cable Initiatives, Ten(Continued on page 13)

People with diabetes mellitus (Type 1 and Type 2) have a
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nis & Heated Swimming Pool. Other character building activities will be conducted during the evenings.
When youth have been selected by the Club they will need to
complete the Application Form with all sections of the form
completed and returned to me by Friday 2nd March 2012.
I will communicate with all the youth by email after this date
when I will inform them of requirements for meals and clothing
needed.
Youth should have some money for the camp to buy extras or
souvenirs as a memento of the Camp.
If you have any further inquiries please don‘t hesitate to contact
me on 02 48214831 (AH) or email kingd167@tpg.com.au .
Dave King
District Youth Camp & Youth Exchange Chairman 2012

Australian Lions Children’s
Mobility Foundation
Will your club............
Advocate support
Lead by example
Consider all needy children

Liverpool Lioness are busy knitting and sewing for their craft
stall, they also held a Christmas raffle and donated Christmas
puddings to Meals on Wheels.
I‗m still waiting for my little yellow duck to come home ,and
yes, I did attend the Oak Flats duck derby, held on the North
Macquarie Rivulet, the proceeds of $1,030.00 are going to
Chris O‘Brien RPS Lifehouse. They held their annual fashion
parade and it was pleasing to see the Lioness of Shoalhaven
travelled up to support them. I won‘t mention about the beautiful shoes, that were not in my size, ―very disappointing‖.
The Shoalhaven Lioness held their very successful Ladies
Luncheon, which is all about women getting together and having fun over a lovely lunch. They had a busy time helping Bomaderry Lions at Carols in the Park, working in the catering
van. In a matter of 3 hours, they had served 500 hundred sausages in a bread roll and 30 kilos of hot chips, not to mention
drinks and coffee. They are now busy gearing up for their annual quilt show to be held on March 3rd and 4th 2012 at St
Michaels School Hall North Street, Nowra.
Kay Hardy, N2 Lioness Chairperson

N2 Leos Report

Make a donation.....and

Feel good?
Contact.......
Lion Beverly von Stein, Trustee N2 & N4, Chairperson N2

N2 Lioness Report
I hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas and
New Year. I‘d like to welcome our newest Lioness, Elizabeth Hall from the Eden Club, Angela
Coulter and Dianne Edwards of Camden Club, Laurelle Paton
and Lyn Fryar of Shoalhaven Club, I know they have all been
busy in their respective clubs.
Eden Lioness celebrated their 30th birthday, it was a night filled
with lots of fun , entertainment, good food and great friendship,
past Lioness travelled from Qld , looking back over the 30
years one appreciates the amount of work that Lioness have
done in the community of Eden. It was pleasing to see Rotary
and Apex support them also. Their sponsor club Tartha Lions
was in wonderful form, which added to the frivolity of the evening. Their Open gardens was a great success raising
$5,121.00, congratulations to you, we all know the amount of
work that goes into these projects.
On my official visit to Camden Club I had the pleasure of inducting Angela and Dianne, they had already been inducted into
the meat raffles at the local hotels. The support the girls receive
from the local business is amazing, but then you have to look at
what they put into the community. Holding a Melbourne Cup
Luncheon for the clients at the Activity Centre and raising
$860.00 on the day, which they donated back to the centre.
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President Lyn and her members put on a wonderful Christmas
Dinner meeting, they drew their Christmas raffle on the evening, some lucky people would have been delighted to hear of
their win.

Due to the Christmas School Holidays
things have been very quiet in the Leo
section for the last two months so I have
had a sort of holiday.
I am still working on the Leos Convention on the last weekend
in March – March 30, 31 & April 1 at the Wombeyan Caves
Complex. I have booked the Dorm building for the nights of
March 30 & 31. This building will hold 48 Leos and 4 supervisors and the cost per Leo will be $80.00, this will cover the
accommodation and catering (to be done by Taralga Lions) and
the price includes three cave tours – two guided and one self
guided. We will have the use of the ‗Barmah Kitchen‘ and their
Convention Room.
DG Geoff Hobart, Lions Martin Peebles and Gail Hart have all
been asked to attend on the Saturday (or all weekend if they
like) and I am hoping to have one of the Cave Tour Guides
speak to the group during the weekend.
I am very grateful to the Narellan Lions Club who have offered
the use of their Cool Room and two members to help during
the weekend.
We are still working on the formation of three new Leo Clubs
and building up three others that are having problems with
numbers at the moment. We have had interest shown by youths
that competed in the Youth of the Year last year and now hope
to start a club in Ingleburn this year.
If any club would like information on forming a Leo Club or
have any youths who would be interested in becoming Remote
Leos please contact me and I will give you any information you
may need or I am always happy to attend your meeting to
speak to the club,
Jenny Cee, N2 Leo Chairperson
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Neil Williams Black Opal
award to Lion Brent Hall
Brent Hall joined the Crookwell Lions club in June 2010. In his
time in the club, he has helped with many Club events, he built a
new BBQ trailer for our catering events, he designed our clubs
website, and advertisement posters for events, which we have
use at our Club‘s events since his joining.
On the 9 April 2011 Lion Brent Hall had the idea of being involved with the Lions Biggest BBQ to
raise money for the
Childhood Cancer
Research Foundation by having a
Movie Under The
Stars BBQ. Lion
Brent was the main
organiser for this
event with the help of club members; Lion Brent raised approximately $6,000 of sponsorship to
run the event. It was the first time
in which our community had seen
such an event. We had Crookwell
Lions, Goulburn City Lions and
NSW Rural Fire Service help run
the event on the night. The Crookwell Lions members, together with
other organisations, raised
$2,700.00 from the event. The money was then donated to the
Lions Childhood Cancer Research Foundation.
On the 16th January 2012, at the visit to our club by our DG
Geoff Hobart and Lion Lady Cherie, Lion Brent Hall was presented with the Neil Williams Black Opal Award for his efforts
for the Crookwell Lions Club and the Lions Biggest BBQ
(Photos above).
Norman Fountain
Photos supplied by Norman Fountain

 Almost 11,000 children aged between 6 and 12 have autism spectrum disorders in Australia.
 Over half a million Australian families are affected by
autism spectrum disorders.
 85 per cent of children are diagnosed with autism once
their learning difficulties are recognised at school.
 Children who receive early intervention preschool therapies have a 1 in 3 chance of being able to enter the mainstream education system and go on to lead a normal productive life with little if any special support.
 Intervention therapies effectively remediate the challenges of autism and they are able to function without
experiencing limitations in their everyday activities.
 It costs over $30,000 annually for a child to receive early
intervention therapies before they start school. That
equates to up to $180,000. Families currently foot that
bill.
So what‘s the answer to this equation? Government funding.
We urge all Lions Clubs in Australia make representations to
the Federal Government to raise financial support for early
intervention preschool autism education and therapy provided by health professionals to a minimum of $30,000 per
annum per child, claimable through Medicare and /or other
government agencies.
We also ask Lions to see what they can do to help early intervention preschool autism spectrum disorders groups in their
local areas across Australia. ASD groups in general are short
of funding. Let us assist the 12,000 plus children under six
who have ASD.
For more information about the Lions ASD Project see the
Lions Club of Lugarno web-site www.lugarnolions.org.au .
Letters for Lions Clubs to use to write to all levels of government across Australia to advocate for increased ASD funding
are located on the Lugarno Lions website.
Lion David Flynn (Photos supplied by David Flynn)
——————————————————————
To The Lugarno Lions Club Inc.
I am writing to you after reading the article in The Leader
titled ―Lions will target autism‖ a short time ago.

MD201 Autism Project

I am writing to simply say THANKYOU, THANKYOU and
THANKYOU.

The Lugarno Lions Club (N5) in Sydney manages the Autism
Project on behalf on MD201.

March 2010, saw the worst day of my life. It was the day that
a doctor told us that our gorgeous son (who was 28 months
old at the time), had Autism.

The Math of Autism: The numbers are alarming and speak for
themselves.
 1 in 5 Australians has a
disability.
 Every two hours, an Australian child is diagnosed
with an intellectual disability.
 64,000 Australians have
autism. This rate has doubled over a five year period.
 Over 4000 children are diagnosed with autism by the time
they are four.
 Currently, children aged 5-14 have the highest prevalence of
autism in Australia.
February 2012 Edition, Issue 2

Our family has been under enormous strain and stress ever
since.
Life was turned upside down , it became endless phone calls,
appointments, doctors, forms, research etc. etc. etc.….all on
top of our ongoing grieving.
Within 8 weeks of diagnosis I had an in home ABA (Applied
Behaviour Analysis) Therapy running. We recruit, train and
employ University students to come to our home and conduct
the therapy. Our little man currently does 21 hours a week.
I applied through APRA to have my Superannuation released
early on compassionate grounds and that gave us $41,000.00
which funded the first year of therapy. That as well as the
(Continued on page 15)
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$12,000 FaHCSIA funding has now been spent. We have
spent well over that $53,000 trying to help our son in the past
18 months. We are now using money borrowed from the
Bank, and we are in enormous debt. Once that runs out our
only option is to sell our home, or stop our sons therapy. That
terrifies me.
The only way I lay my head down each night is to know we
are doing ALL we can to fight this monster – which is Autism.
We also have a gorgeous older daughter, who I know is heartbroken and suffers as well.
The emotional stress goes hand in hand with financial worries,
worrying if you are doing enough? Too much?? Etc. etc. No
one seems to understand. Your marriage suffers as you try to
get through each day.
As for me? I do not sleep. I have lost about half of my hair and
I am covered in eczema – all thanks to stress. Yet I continue to
fight, and will do everything I can to help my baby boy.
I have kept your article in my diary, and I just wanted to say
thankyou on behalf of every family struggling like us. You are
a wonderful organisation and your efforts are truly appreciated.
Please know if I can help you, or be a voice, talk at a meeting
or give some insight from a mum / family perspective – please
just let me know.
I hope one day in the future to be a family advocate for Autism. But for the time being my focus is my son.
THANKYOU again Lions. You are all good people.
Warmest Regards,
Mrs S
————————————————————————
Lions Targeting Preschool Autism Spectrum Disorders
Living with autism
Two years ago, Cooper hardly spoke at all and his communication barriers teamed with sensory issues made it difficult for
him to concentrate and
resulted in challenging
behaviours. Consequently, he had trouble
participating in activities
enjoyed by other children
his age, which was hard
for his parents, Jodi and
Adam, to watch.
Cooper has improved so
much that in 2012, he‘ll
be attending a mainstream school. And it‘s
all thanks to early intervention.
Choosing the right intervention for a child with autism can be
challenging, but Cooper Freeland and his parents Jodi and
Adam found a great balance, starting with Sylvanvale playgroup and then attending speech and occupational therapy
sessions at Sylvanvale Foundation.
Through playgroup and therapy, as well as lots of practice at
home with his parents, Cooper developed plenty of new skills.
He can now converse in sentences, answer questions and tell
some stories. He knows the alphabet, can write his name, and
February 2012 Edition, Issue 2

is more in control and aware of his sensory preferences. He
uses his imagination in play and is willing to try and participate
in new activities everyday.
―The most rewarding part of Cooper‘s journey is realising
there‘s so much hope in his future,‖ says Jodi. That‘s the difference that early intervention makes.
Lions are seeking to increase government funding and support
for early intervention intensive ASD –specific education and
therapies for preschool children with ASD.
Lions are also being asked to write letters to all levels of government across Australia to secure more funding for intensive
ASD -specific therapies. Proforma letters are available on the
Lugarno Lions website or through the hyperlink http://
www.lugarnolions.org.au/pre-school-autism/letterproformas.html .
Lion David Flynn, Committee Chair Lions ASD Project
Lions Youth Haven Inc. (LYH) is
a not-for-profit organisation
owned and supported by the Lions Clubs in the Canberra and
Queanbeyan region (District
201N2).
LYH was the vision of our founder Lion Sel Westwood, who in
1988 convinced the Australian
Capital Territory (ACT) GovernPATRON
ment that Lions could turn an
Annette Ellis MP
abandoned farm on Kambah Pool
Road into a haven for youth at
risk in our community. Renamed ‗Westwood Farm‘ in recognition of Sel Westwood‘s contribution, Lions Youth Haven
provides a refuge or haven for the at risk youth in our communities, through contracted service providers in education, job
preparedness, accommodation, and horticulture.
The LYH objectives are to provide facilities, which:
 Allow young people in situations of crisis to find a refuge
and support
 Provide a home for homeless young people where they can
gain confidence and self respect
 Provide these young people with training in basic skills,
which equip them better to fill their places in society as self
-sufficient and productive individuals, and
 Give these young people a place in the outdoors to learn
about and develop their own dignity in an outdoor environment
PROGRAMS AND PARTNERS
Lions Youth Haven has negotiated partnership agreements with
a number of organisations that support young people, and are
designed to help ‗at risk‘ youth by providing vocational training in the environmental, horticulture, and agriculture fields.
Consideration is also given to other training that may benefit
this group.
The partners are:
Galilee Education Services (GES): Galilee‘s school provides a
range of programs to provide alternative education for young
people, which include the ‗Galilee Day Program‘, and the
‗Secondary Schools Respite Program‘.
The St Vincent De Paul Society: provides a program for young
(Continued on page 16)
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parents. The Society is a lay Catholic organisation that has
almost 20,000 volunteers carrying out good works in NSW
and the ACT alone The Society is one of the largest charitable
providers in Australia, helping people in every area of human
need.
Greening Australia: runs and maintains one of their nurseries
on Lions Youth Haven, with their plants being used across the
ACT and region for a variety of natural resources management
activities.
Tandem House: was officially opened on 17th January 2011
by Mr Tim Mathieson. Tandem House is a one-of-a-kind in
Canberra, focussing on supporting teenagers living with a disability. This project will see significant improvements to the
types of respite services available to the community and is a
welcome addition to the youth services operating on Lions
Youth Haven.
The Trees in Trouble Schools Program: is an initiative of
LYH, which aims
to build selfconfidence in atrisk Canberra
high school students through
their involvement
in rural oriented
team activities.
The 2011 program commenced
with students
from Lanyon and
Wanniassa High
Schools and the
Simon Corbell (left), ACT Minister for the EnvironGalilee School.
ment, talking to Lanyon High School students at the

OzHarvest: is our launch of the ‗Trees in Trouble‘ program. Photo
newest partner to supplied by Peter Stapleton.
set up its headquarters on ‗Westwood Farm‘, which occurred
in March 2011, to facilitate the merger of Galilee Inc. and
‗Communities@Work‘. OzHarvest rescues surplus food in
Canberra and distributes it to charities that support the vulnerable in our community.
CAN WE HELP YOU HELP YOUTH?
Lions Youth Haven
is particularly interested in educational
and training proposals for youth, as we
have a large rural
holding available,
which could be suitable for a number of
uses. LYH is interested to hear from
other educational
Canberra region Lions planting trees at LYH for
and welfare agenthe LCI President Tam‘s ‗One Million Trees‘
cies that are conprogram. Photo supplied by Judy Farr
cerned for the future
wellbeing of youth.
PDG Ron Kingsbury
Contact:
Email: info@lyh.org.au
Website: www.lyh.org.au

Phone: (02)6231 5959

February 2012 Edition, Issue 2

St George flood Donations
Now that most of the St George (QLD) residents have been
allowed back into town, and the cleanup has begun, I‘ve hrad
from the St George Lions what there needs are in the flood aftermath.
The St George Lions report the following:
 The Army have done a great job and within a few days the
makeshift levee will be gone
 About 30 to 40 homes have been flooded
 A number of other homes have had minor damage to property
 The main concern for the town of 3,000 residents is that the
nursing home has been completely inundated
 these residents are presently living some 6 hours drive
from St George
 and they may not be relocated back to St George for up
to a year
The Q1 District has set up an appeal for cash donations only,
which is to help the local business houses because goods that
are needed for the community can be bought in the town itself.
The Lions Club of St George has requested that the District
handle all donations and send bulk amounts to the club as required.
N.B. The St George Lions Clubs has requested that no goods be
sent as they don‘t have the ability to cope with those donations.
Thank you for your concern and thoughts about this flood, and
may the country not have too many more.
Regards,
Q1 DG Lorraine McKenzie
(Ed. Donations of goods after such disasters often cause significant problems for businesses in the town/s affected, it is best to
donate money that can be used to purchase the necessary goods
from businesses in the town, which helps them survive.)
For N2 Clubs or individuals who wish to donate to this appeal, please make cheques payable to:
―Lions Clubs International District 201N2‖
with a note to forward the donation to the:
―Flood Relief St George‖ and post to:
N2 Cabinet Treasurer
GPO Box 963, CANBERRA ACT 2607

Country Music Community
Service Award
In 1994 the Lions Club of Tamworth Peel Valley Inc. instigated
an award to honour people involved in Country Music who
have used their musical talents
to give community service in a
voluntary capacity.
Nominations are called from
Lions Clubs throughout Austra- L-R Colin Martens receives award
lia, and this year Colin (Cactus) from President Terry Hill of the
Tamworth Peel Valley Lions Club
Martens from South Australia
was selected to receive the 19th P.V.L.C. Australian Country
Music Community Service Award at the Tamworth Country
Music Festival. Cactus was nominated by the Lions Club of
(Continued on page 17)
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or US$5 million should we reach our target, making it the
largest single donation in LCIF history.

(Continued from page 16)

Port Pirie Inc. in South Australia.
The Award was presented by Peel Valley Lions Club president
Terry Hill live on air on Volkswagen Amarok Tamworth Festival FM on Sunday 22nd January 2012.
Cactus has spent countless hours over the years raising funds
for numerous charities in the Port Pirie district including Heartbeat, Cancer foundation and Riding for the Disabled. When he
is not using his talents to assist the local country music clubs he
can be seen entertaining at Senior Citizens and Old Folks
Homes, Laura Hospital, CARA Kids Camp and Crystal Brooks
Possums Club for the intellectually Challenged Adults.
Cactus received a distinctive mounted Tamworth Dunny created by local renowned ceramic artist Fred Hillier and a cheque
for $500 which he will donate part to the Chemo Therapy unit
at the Port Pirie Health Service and the balance to Port Pirie
Riding for the Disabled
Further information can be obtained from Lion Terry Hill on 02
67656042.

For our small part, the Gungahlin Lions donation will generate
a further US$526 on top of our own contribution for this worthy
Lions initiative.
Lion Danny Howard

Young Lions to explore the
Valley
THE Bega Valley will host a special group of young people
next week.
The annual Youth of the Year National Tour will head to the
area on Tuesday and participants will stay until January 28.

(Photo supplied by Brian Sykes)

Gungahlin Lions support
LCIF Measles Initiative
Gungahlin Lions recently approved a donation of AU$1,000
(US$1,052) to the Lions Clubs International Foundation
(LCIF) in support of its Lions Measles Initiative. In addition to
supporting children and young people, the initiative will also
see Lions continue to work in reducing the incidence of preventable blindness, one of the serious complications of measles, and a cause for which Lions are renown.
Measles has also become rather topical here in Canberra at the
moment, where we have seen an outbreak, which has so far
resulted in three people hospitalised with the disease!
Measles is a highly contagious viral disease which is transmitted via droplets from the nose, mouth and throat of infected
people. It is a particular concern in developing countries and
can cause serious complications, particularly among malnourished children. A few facts about measles:
 450 children die each day from measles-related complications;
 Nearly 30 percent of kids who contract measles suffer vision loss, hearing loss or brain damage;
 10 percent of all measles cases in the developing world are
fatal.
A Lions/LCIF pilot program in 2010-2011 supported the immunisation of 41 million children across four African countries, through advocacy, and direct involvement in social marketing and financial support. A key priority was strengthening
the immunisation delivery systems, so that efforts in combating
the disease can be sustained over time. The pilot program was
supported by an LCIF grant of US$300,000 along with a grant
to LCIF of US$400,000 from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
LCIF is now seeking to expand the initiative and help even
more children by raising US$10 million. The Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation will again be partners in the
initiative, providing US$1 for every US$2 raised by Lions,
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So, when you purchase a Melvin Jones Fellowship (MJF), or
a progressive MJF, or make a donation to LCIF, if you direct your money to the Lions Measles Initiative, each U$2 of
your purchase or donation results in an additional US$1
being donated to the Lions Measles Initiative by the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation.

The tour is organised by Lions International in association with
NAB. Each person on the trip is a state winner from last year‘s
Lions Youth of the Year quest. Participants will visit each winner‘s hometown, including that of Bega‘s Nathan Barnden, and
stay with families of Lions members.
Joining Nathan on the trip are Victoria‘s Stuart McKenzie,
Raynor
Hicks of
South Australia, Queenslander
Brooke Snow
and Western
Australia‘s
Gillian Mahoney.
Tasmanian
Max Rintoul
was unable
Youth of the Year enjoy a cheese tasting. L-R Brooke Snow
to take part (Qld), Nathan Barnden (NSW), Stuart McKenzie (Vic),
Raynor Hicks (SA), and Gillian Mahoney (WA).
in the trip.
The local journey will begin on Tuesday with a formal dinner at
Pepperberry‘s Restaurant, Bega. Participants will visit the Heritage Centre, Brogo Dam, an Angledale farm, Tathra Wharf, and
Mogareeka the following day.
A special Australia Day breakfast in Littleton Gardens will
greet members on Thursday before they visit the Jellat Jellat
Rural Fire Service Shed where Nathan volunteers.
Tourist destinations on the Friday include Merimbula Lookout,
Pambula, Wolumla Peaks, Nethercote Falls and Eden.
Members will depart on January 28, when they will head to
Melbourne for the final leg of the tour.
Nathan said he was looking forward to returning to the Valley.
―I want to showcase as much of the Sapphire Coast as I can,‖ he
said. ―I‘m proud of my hometown and this area.‖
(Continued on page 18)
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Bega Lions youth coordinator Keith Underhill said the local
organisation had been preparing for the visit for nearly a year.
―We‘ve been planning since Nathan was announced as state
champion last Easter,‖ Mr Underhill said. ―We are absolutely
prepared and there has been a fair bit of work involved because they are the cream of the youth in the country.‖
Mr Underhill said it was an important week for the local area.
―We have an exciting week coming up showing these people
around the district. ―We‘re showcasing as much as of the Valley as we can…all the natural features we‘ve got here. ―It will
be a bit different to what they‘ve experienced in the cities so
far.‖
Last year, Nathan became the first entrant from Bega to be
named state champion in the competition. He progressed to
the national final where he took home the public speaking
award.
Source: Bega District News, 20/01/2012, Josh Bartlett
MD201 YotY NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2012
PRIVACY
Last year we had an incident with a student who asked that we
do not publish his details in the programme or in the newspaper. His reasons were that he was scared of being bullied at
school. We also had a parent who wanted her daughter‘s profile removed from the internet as it identified her school, age
and other personal information. She was worried that someone could watch her daughter‘s movements when she left
school. Therefore, we are suggesting that the profile that appears in the programme be modified to exclude any information that may identify the student.
The contestant‘s personal information remains confidential
throughout the Quest and the following five items will NOT
be shown in printed format or on the YOTY website.
1. Age of contestant
2. Name of school attending
3. Phone numbers
4. Email address
5. Work place
These items can be summarised when the chairman is introducing the contestant, but are not to be written. In the written
profile be careful that what you write does not identify the
student or provide a means of the student being traced.

Kevin McInerney provides me with a detailed booklet of
where each contestant is on any particular day of their tour, so
that in the event there is an accident or a contestant falls ill, I
can quickly contact their parents and organise our next move.
If you are going to reward your YOTY contestant with a trip
to New Zealand or to any of the other Lions Camps around
Australia, would you please notify Kevin McInerney on 0421
630 270 or send him an email
Kevin_gail_mcinerney@hotmail.com and let him know the
details.
The Youth of the Year Tour is hosted by the sponsoring club
of the State Winner; however, they are also acting on behalf of
the District. The cost to each host club for this tour varies depending on what is being offered and normally this money
comes out of activities. The tour is not a competition to see
which state runs the best event; it is to showcase the sponsoring clubs state.
Surprisingly, the young people want to learn more about Lions
projects, and be involved in fund raisers. This does not mean
they want to spend their whole trip cooking sausages – but
they would like to come to meetings and talk about what
young people want from volunteering.
Remember that the host club is acting on behalf of the district
and maybe the district could support the host club with some
funds. I have heard that some clubs spent $2000, while others
a lot more on entertaining the YOTY contestants.
SUPPORT OUR YOUTH!
By mid February club finals should have been completed.
Please remember the Quest does not finish at this level.
Depending on where you are, the Zone final (if required) and
Region final (or multi-Zone) will follow on in quick succession. Please support your club entrant at the next level, it is
most important to show support for these most impressive
young people as they subject themselves to the rigors of the
Quest.
Even if your club entrant does not proceed beyond the next
level, I urge club members to make the effort to attend the
finals at the higher levels. It is a most rewarding thing to do
and it takes no effort to attend and support our youth, even
though your own club may not be represented. Remember it is
a Lions project and we are all Lions.
If you want to learn more about Youth of the Year, please visit
out website at http://www.lionsclubs.org.au/yoty

WINNERS ADVISORY FORMS
Remember, when the Club, Zone, Region and District Final
has been run, you MUST complete the Winners Advisory
Form and attach the original application form of your winning
contestant plus his/her winners advisory forms from the previous levels. These documents must be forwarded to the next
level. Our sponsor the - National Australia Bank - has asked
that we tell them of the name, branch and position of each of
their employees who have volunteered their time to assist in
judging the quest; there is a special place on the form for this
information.

DVD
The National Australia Bank has kindly copied a few hundred
more of the DVD that was released at the Mildura Convention.
If there are clubs that did not receive a DVD at the launch and
would like a copy would you please email me with your details and I will post a copy.

YOUTH OF THE YEAR - TOUR.
Each year we have a number of contestants travelling around
Australia, New Zealand and Europe. Our Travel Coordinator
does a fantastic job in changing flights so that some contestants can attend interviews for university, and others who need
to return home for personal reasons.

Lions Youth Exchange
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Youth of the Year – ―You just can‘t lose‖
Bryan Coggle, Chairman
Md201yoty@bigpond.com

TRY IT IN 2012 YOUR CLUB WILL ENJOY IT
Applications have arrived from Japanese and European youth
(Continued on page 19)
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interested in visiting Australia in July-August 2012 under the
Lions Youth Exchange Program. More international youth
from a variety of countries are expected to apply in coming
weeks. If your Club is interested in Lions Youth Exchange as
a club project in 2012, please contact your District Youth Exchange Chairperson.
Contact N2 Youth Exchange Chairman, David King
Host an international youth in FOUR EASY STEPS:
 Step 1 Suggest to members that your club includes Lions
Youth Exchange as a club project.
 Step 2 Choose one or more international youth to host in
July-August this year.
 Step 3 Tell your District Youth Exchange Chairperson
which youth your club wishes to host;
complete a Host Application Form.
 Step 4 Visit the youth exchange website –
www.lionsclubs.org.au/ye
 to learn more about youth exchange in Australia:
 Photo gallery of local and overseas youth enjoying
their youth exchange experience
 Articles written by Australian host families and youth
exchangees
 Details of the four Lions youth camps held in July
 AND MUCH, MUCH MORE .......

healthcare expenditure. These costs are borne by State Govt.
[44%], individuals [40.5%] and Federal Govt. 10.6%. Lifetime
costs are $5 million per case of paraplegia and $9.5 million per
case of quadriplegia.
Despite this desolate situation, the application of funds to
find a cure for spinal cord injury is minimal. Australian
Govt. grants for SCI research (total NHMRC research funding
2000-2008) represents 0.7% of the total research budget,
whereas research on all cancers, which account for 5.8% of
health care budget is funded to a level of 22.5% of the total
federal research budget. That is, on a pro-rata basis to total
health care costs, research funding for SCI is one tenth of that
spent on cancer research. Funding of research into SCI by major pharmaceutical or biotechnology companies is also minimal.
A consequence of this deplorable situation is that patients suffering from chronic SCI have become prey of stem cell tourism.
All Correspondence to:
Lions Australia Spinal Cord Fellowship,
Post Office, Toongabbie, VIC, 3856
Email: info@lascf.org.au

Lions Biggest BBQ – Help save a child’s life

TAKE YOUR RING PULLS AND METALS TO SIMS.
Now that you have had a good clean-out over the Christmas
holidays, it‘s time to take all your ring pulls and metals (of
any kind) to your nearest Sims Recycling depot, where the
funds will be credited directly to the Lions Spinal Cord Fellowship. Sims will give you a receipt and it would be great if
you could send that (or a copy) to me so that we can crosscheck on the payments. Your Health or LASCF Chairman has
a list of Sims depots and their subsidiaries.
If you don‘t have any metals to sell, could you hold a BBQ or
Trash and Treasure for us? Once you read the following article
you will understand the necessity to raise more funds so that
our researchers can find a cure for chronic spinal cord injury.
Spinal cord injury affects approximately 20,000 Australians with some 300 new cases each year. In 2008 there were
137 paraplegic and 136 quadriplegic new patients. Spinal
cord injury patients suffer loss of motor function (movements
of arms and legs) loss of autonomic function control of bladder, bowel and sexual function and secondary problems such
as chronic ulcers and infections.
The mean age of injury is 19 years with five out of six being male patients. The psychological cost to the patient is
often devastating and the incidence of suicide amongst SCI
patients is five times higher than the general population.
The cost to the patient’s family is often overwhelming and
the rate of marital break-up is reportedly up to 50% - significantly higher than that of the normal population.
The cost to society is profound. In Australia in 2008, health
care costs for SCI was approx. $2 billion or 2% of local
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Why have the Lions ‘Biggest BBQ’?
We believe every child has the right to a healthy life. Funds
raised will be used to help achieve ALCCRF‘s mission to prevent kids with cancer dying by raising funds nationally and
donating these funds to the best scientific and clinical childhood cancer research conducted right across Australia
What are we trying to achieve?
We want to encourage as many Lions, Lioness, Leo Clubs and
members of their local communities to attend and join in the
festivities of the Lions Clubs ―Biggest BBQ‖ during April,
each year.
Suggested activities to help you organise your ‘Biggest
BBQ’:
 Turn the ‗Biggest BBQ‘ into a community event
 Contact local schools
 Contact local sporting groups
 Contact local businesses
Fundraising
Some other suggestions for fundraising activities include:
 A bucket collection
 Donation per person attending
 A HUGE raffle where everybody donates a grocery item
Send donations to the N2 Cabinet Treasurer with cheques made
payable to ―Lions Clubs International District 201 N2‖, and
include a note to forward the donation to the Australian Lions
Childhood Cancer Research Foundation for the Biggest BBQ.
After the BBQ event, be sure to contact participating groups to
thank them for participating and encourage them to be involved
again next year. Ensure you have Lions signs, banner, BBQ
aprons, etc. on the day, to ensure that everyone in attendance
knows that it is a Lions initiative.
More information about the Lions Biggest BBQ is available at
http://alccrf.lions.org.au
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N2 & State Lion
Mints & Fudge
Coordinator
Lion John Smith
P: 02 4841 1156
M: 0418 659 439

Contact: FlashID International, PO Box 94, Bundanoon, NSW 2578
Ph: 02 4883 7988
Toll-free: 1300 761 690
Fax: 02 4883 7966
Email:
intl@flashID.net
Web: www.flashID.org
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