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August 2015—Achieving Our Dreams Together

District Governor—Sally Wilton -

District 201 N2 of the International Association of Lions Clubs

Greetings from District
Governor Sally

Members to purchase these books, an ideal gift for a Child aged
between 7 to 10 years. Another ideal gift also for a sick
Child in Hospital is proving a popular idea.

“Achieving our Dreams together “for 2015 is progressing
well, as we are already into September! We have
experienced several wonderful Club visits, meeting many
inspiring Presidents, and Members, of Clubs within the
District, whose enthusiasm for achievements is very
encouraging. The opportunity to induct several new
Members during those visits has continued to be a
highlight of this year for me. I wish the new Members
every success in their endeavours to provide assistance
both for their Clubs and Communities and also for their
dreams and aspirations that they may have for their
Membership within Lions.
It is with pride that I thank all those Members who
attended the New Club, Development and Membership
Strategy day held in Wollongong, at the Fraternity Club
on 8th August. PDG John Muller was very excited to see
so many enthusiastic Members during the day and looks
forward to hearing of the successes that our District of N2
will be striving to achieve during this year. My thanks to
PCC Gary Parker our GMT Coordinator, also for all the
assistance he also gave to make the day such a success.
We have had the opportunity to come together at the 1 st
Cabinet Meeting, held on the 9th August. It was a very
productive meeting and we had the pleasure of PDG John
Muller joining us. It also gave those attending an idea of
where the District Convention is going to be held, with
accommodation also being reviewed and great to hear the
possibility of a Campus Club from 1VDG Sharon Bishop.
Our new Club Development Chairman PDG Carl von
Stein will report on developments of this during the
coming months. Our new Club Branch, at Shoalhaven
Heads is progressing well, we thank Lion James Doak as
the Club liaison Officer for his assistance with same.
The Reading Action program is again proving very
popular, with the book “Sonoma Meets Miss Mouse”, and
I thank Stan, Tim and Mary for their continued efforts to
sell this book during the Club visits, with barely 2 months
gone, we are all opening our 2nd Box of Books. The
profits from these sales is going to be assisting the
Children’s Mobility Foundation so please encourage your
Club

During the coming month there will be opportunities to attend
Leadership Training courses and I thank our GLT Coordinator
David Robson for his efforts with the Training Team to organise
these events. They are for you the Members, so please take
advantage of them; they are only successful if you attend.
Please continue to enjoy the wonderful work you are doing,
continue to support each other, strive to create harmony within
your Clubs, treat each other with dignity and respect and we will
ACHIEVE OUR DREAMS TOGETHER enjoy the month ahead.
SALLY – DG 201N2

Civic Reception for DG
Sally on her Nowra Club
Visit

DG Sally with the Member for Gilmore Ann Sudmalis,
the Mayor, Joanna Gash, and the Speaker for
Parliament, Shelley Hancock.
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Lioness Report
This is my first report as your Lioness
Co-Ordinator.

Welcome to new members

I have been a member of Camden Lioness for the past 19
years and during that
time I have held a
number of positions
within our club.

District 201 N2 covers southeast NSW and the ACT,
comprising Lions, Lioness & LEOs Clubs in south western Sydney, down the Hume Highway to Bowning,
ACT, Snowy Mountains, Far South Coast, Eurobodalla,
Shoalhaven, and Illawarra.

I’m a bit nervous but I’m also very excited
about working with all you amazing and
hard working Lioness.
Congratulations to the Lioness who have
taken a position on the board for 2015-2016.

Welcome to the following new members of N2 Clubs who joined since the April
2014 N2 e-newsletter was distributed. Enjoy the activities, fun and fellowship of the
world’s largest service organisation. Don’t be afraid to ask questions and suggest
new projects.
We look forward to meeting you.

Wollongong Lioness have been busy with
their Office Work BBQ’s and Driver Reviver.

CLUB
Lions Club of Canberra City
Lions Club of Gerringong

They held a fundraiser with the help of Shellharbour line dancers and raised money for
Cancer Research at Wollongong University.
The club is also organizing a High Tea to
raise money for the Sophia’s Leg
Charity Appeal.

Lions
Lions
Lions
Lions

Camden Lioness joined with Camden Lions
to
supply lunch for 180 seniors at their annual
picnic day at Belgenney Farm. Each month at
their dinner meetings Lioness run a 100 club
with money raised going towards the funding
of a walker for a child.

Club of
Club of
Club of
Club of

Macarthur
Marulan & Districts
Minnamurra
Queanbeyan

Lions Club of Sussex Inlet
Lions Club of Ulladulla Milton
Lions Club of Yass

NEW MEMBER
Troy Stevens
Peter Doosey
Robyn Flack
David Patton
Rod Absolom
Jessica Anne Bell
Martin Grove
Peter Huta
Sallyanne McLachlan
Corrine Walker
Eric Deveny
Kerrie Jarvis
Christine Steain
Michael Bird
Katrina Easy
Geoff Shoring

SPONSOR
Bill Edwards
Terry Lillie
Laurie Talbot
James Doak
Brian Harloff
Marlene Skipper
Roger Millburn
Wendy Parkinson
Wendy Parkinson
Jamie Walker
Wendy Harris \
Ann McDonald
Denise Fors
Fiona Dowling
Fiona Dowling
Raymond Hill

This month they were able to purchase a
Nimbo Walker for 3 year old Jessie-Ellen
Vellacott.
In the next bulletin I hope to report on the
activities of our other Lioness clubs, so
please send me your bulletins and monthly
reports.
Keep up the good work, but remember it’s
also important to be there for one another and
always have fun.
Lioness Co-Ordinator
Lioness Lyn Fawcett.

Past members remembered
The following members of the N2 Lions family passed
away since the May 2015 edition of the N2 E-Newsletter
was distributed.
The N2 Lions family thanks them for their friendship &
service to their community and Lions, & offers our
condolences to their families, friends & colleagues.
May their service be an example to us.

Club

Name

Lions Club of Bowning & Districts
Lions Club of Kiama
Lions Club of Ingleburn

Lion Alby Schultz
Lion Paul Gale
Lions Lady Muriel Kent
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Leo Report
It is really amazing the way things work out in
our Lions’ and Leos’ world! I had been booked
to stay at the Jindabyne Holiday Park during
the Australia Day weekend for two months
when, two days before I was due to leave I
received a phone call from the Cooma Leo Adviser who
informed me that she had received some exciting
correspondence earlier in the month, with letters from the
Cooma-Monaro Shire Council Informing the club of
nominations for the Australia Day Awards. The Monaro
High School Leo Club was nominated for Community
Group of the Year and the interschool debating competition
nominated for Community Event of the year.
Added to this Leo President Jarrod Sopniewski was
nominated for the Young Citizen of the year award for his
roles as Leo President, School Captain, his involvement
with the Cooma District Band as well as a number of
sporting achievements.
I informed Lee that I was coming to the mountains for the
weekend and would travel to Cooma for the presentations. I
was so pleased that I did this as while the Leo club did not
receive either award Leo President Jarrod received the
Young Citizen of the Year.
I was really pleased for our newest Leo Club as these
nominations are a huge encouragement to the young Leos. It
is commendable that they have received community
recognition of this kind in their first year.
Jarrod, who is the winner of the local and district Leo of the
Year Competition will now go on and compete in the State
and hopefully the National Leo of the Year Competition.
Congratulations to Cooma Lions, Monaro Leos, Jarrod and
of course their hard working adviser, Lee Riley on all of
their accomplishments in this short twelve months.
Jenny Cee
Leo & Youth Outreach Chairperson

Official
publication of
Lions District
201 N2

Editor:
Jim
Armstrong
P O Box 74, Moss Vale 2577
Phone: 02 4868 1714—04 1478 4421
Email: districtn2newsletter@gmail.com
Website: http:\\201n2.lions.org.au
The “MD201 N2 Lions Newsletter” relies on the
contributions of Cabinet Officers and Club members. Please keep submitting stories, they improve
the content and make interesting reading for other
Lions.
Please email articles as text or Word
documents, with photos attached to the emails.

E-newsletter Deadlines for 2015-16
20th Day of each month
NEXT EDITION:
Distributed in September 2015, the printed and
Internet editions of the N2 Newsletter are being
lodged with the NSW State Library, the access
codes being:
ISSN—(Print) 1837—588X
ISSN—(Online) 1837—5898
All photos in this edition are copyright of Lions
District 201N2, unless otherwise credited.

1VDG Sharon visits Jervis Bay Lions
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Introducing Children’s Eye Health
LEHP-Australia has recently launched Children’s Eye Health as part of its program! Partnering
with the Centre for Health, LEHP has developed a set of information brochures, posters, stickers
and colouring sheets.
In addition LEHP has also updated its preventable eye disease materials and our website!
Lions – get involved with LEHP and make a difference in your community.
LEHP resources are free of charge! They can be ordered directly from the website lehp.org.au
or by calling the National Program Manager on 1800 010 234

Are there children or a school
near you that could utilise
and benefit from our
resources?

Change in Contact details
Please note: a change in the Email Address for the Secretary of the Lions Club of Cooma
seclionscooma@gmail.com

Past District Governor Lion Keith Kent & his Family wish to sincerely thank all who
attended the Funeral of beloved Lions Lady Muriel Kent.
Keith & Family are very very grateful for your support, many of you couldn't attend, Lion
Keith thanks you for your thoughts, wishes & condolences.
Lion Wayne
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Lions Learn
Leadership Skills can be learnt
The opportunity to learn about Club issues in the Lions
year is available to you.
Volunteer Leadership – Manager v Leader of Volunteers
Public Officer – Role & Responsibilities
Club Nominations & Elections
DG Team
Transfer of power before & after Club Changeover
Conflict Resolution
8.30 for 9.00am Start till 1pm

Join us at:
Canberra: Lions Youth Haven, Kambah, Saturday 12th September 2015
Batemans Bay: Batemans Bay Soldiers Club, Sunday 13th September 2015

RSVP to GLT Coordinator David Robson
by 8th September 2015
Phone / Text: 0427 008 579
Email: david.robson3@bigpond.com
Please provide: Name and Contact details, Club or
District Position
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Cabramatta Cabra-Vale Lions Club Nepal fundraiser
On 17th July, Cabramatta Cabra-Vale Lions Club hosted a Fundraiser for the Nepal earthquake victims. It was attend by 100
local guest of which a strong number was from the Sydney Baseball Lions Club. 18 Lions, Vice DG Sharon Bishop and her
partner, representative from Fairfield City council and the Abbott HOR Sokhon from Cambodia were the guests of honour.
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New Club Development Day
DG Sally reports that she had an awesome day with PDG John Muller and PCC Gary Parker and 63 members from 25
Clubs for the new Club Development day. WOW it was amazing and so much enthusiasm and participation. All had so
much to take back to their Clubs and then to have 35 stay for Dinner. Another amazing memory for the DG year.

DG Sally at Narooma
We had a beautiful Changeover
Dinner at Narooma last evening. 6
New members inducted and a wonderfully motivated team to take the
Club forward for this year. Another
great visit to the memory book.
Thank you ZCC Gordon and
ZC Maureen for a great evening
Well done. We also visited some of
the works done by the club in the
community
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LIONESS RUTH GRIMSON ACHIEVES 50 YEARS IN
On the 8th June, 1965 Ruth became a Lions Lady of The Lions Club of The City of Liverpool (201N2).
On 1st April, 1976 Ruth became a Charter Member of The Lioness Club of Fairfield (201N2) which was 1 of 3 Lioness
Clubs all claiming to be the first formed in Australia.
On Tuesday, 9th June,2015, Liverpool Lioness President Maria Rankin presented Ruth with a 50 Year Certificate of Appreciation and a floral arrangement from Liverpool Lioness Club. This was followed by a presentation by Deputy Mayor
Councillor Gus Balloot of a bound Secretarial kit from the City of Liverpool.
These presentations were made at the Annual Liverpool Combined Service Clubs Dinner held at Liverpool Catholic Club
and she received a standing ovation from all 110 persons present.
Her volunteering actually started some years before that when in the late 1950’s she served Liverpool Hospital as a
Member of Moorebank/Chipping Norton Hospital Auxiliary. In the early 1960’s Ruth was responsible, in conjunction with
Myee Osborne, for forming the “GO” Committee at Liverpool Hospital.
She was President of The Lioness Club of Fairfield in 1979/80, whilst Secretary of Fairfield Lioness in 1980/81 she was
predominantly responsible for the formation of The Lioness Club of The City of Liverpool receiving its Certificate of
Recognition on 9th May , 1981 presented by DG of the day Dennis Lane, Ruth was the Charter President; Has been
President on 3 occasions since; Secretary a number of times and Treasurer on numerous occasions.
On 15th June, 1982 Ruth was awarded the Silver Officer of the Order of Liverpool – in brief OLO = for her many years of
voluntary work for the Liverpool Community via Liverpool Hospital, Executive Member of The Liverpool Festival of
Progress Committee for its whole duration, Liverpool Lions and Liverpool Lioness.
From 1984 to 1989 Ruth was the Minutes Secretary for the Liverpool Division of the nation’s Bi-Centennial Celebrations
in 1988.
In 1995 Lions Clubs International authorised the presentation of a Melvin Jones Fellowship which was presented to her in
that year by The Lioness Club of The City of Liverpool.
In November, 2010 Ruth was awarded by the City the Gold Companion of the Order of Liverpool – In brief CLO - for her
ongoing work for the Community of Liverpool.
Ruth has been for 25 years and still is a Justice of the Peace – An ongoing member of the Board of Directors of Liverpool
Meals on Wheels for many years and an ongoing Community Representative of The Heritage Committee of Liverpool
City Council also for many years.
In 2011 The Rotary Club of The City of Liverpool bestowed on her a “Paul Harris Fellowship” in recognition of her contribution to the Liverpool Community.
In June 2013 the Quota Club of The City of Liverpool named and awarded her the Quota Club of Liverpool Citizen of the
Year, as well as all of the above, Ruth has received many other awards from both within and outside of the Lions
Organisation – too many to detail here.
Ruth has served on Lions District 201N2 Cabinet as Lioness District Chairperson for around 5 years– being the first Lioness in this District to have voting rights on the Lions District Cabinet.
Ruth is still a strong supporter of Liverpool Lions and an extremely active member of Liverpool Lioness currently holding
the position of Treasurer.
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DISTRICT CHRISTMAS CAKE CHAIRMAN
280 COOKS HILL ROAD, YASS NSW 2582
PHONE: 02 6226 6006 FAX: 02 6226 6776

Lions Christmas Cakes
This short note is to introduce myself, June Field, as your District Christmas Cake chairman, and to
formally thank you on behalf of the district for your participation in this important annual fundraising
project. It is only through the efforts of Lions such as yourself that the Lions Projects can prosper.
Congratulations on your year as Club Christmas Cake Chairman. Through your efforts, the Lion
Christmas cake program has been well promoted amongst our district.
For those Lions who are new to the position (and perhaps for those with a little more experience),
now is the time to prepare yourself for the rush at Christmas time. I cannot emphasise enough the importance of reading and understanding the contents of the Club Cake Chairman’s manual published
by the Multiple District. The manual clearly and simply sets out the Who, What, Where, When, and
Why of your duties. It covers ordering details, electronic banking details and a host of other matters to
assist you with your responsibilities.
Apart from the manual, may I also direct your attention to another important source of information
with regard to the administration of Christmas Cakes. Your fellow Lions Club members and particularly those who have served in the past as Cake Chairmen, we can all learn from the experiences (both
positive and negative) of others. Needless to say, I personally am available to assist should you need
it.
While on the subject of experiences, last year highlighted a small number of problems, which this
year I hope we can address. Many clubs missed out on the significant discounts available for those
who paid for their cakes when submitting their order. Some clubs under ordered and some Club
Chairmen forgot that the cakes need not necessarily all be sold immediately prior to Christmas.
Our cakes are Australian made and are a quality product. They are manufactured to the highest standards using quality Australian ingredients. They make excellent gifts throughout the year and as Cake
Chairman you may feel justly proud to be associated with these superior cakes. Although they often
“sell themselves”, specially if you can capture a major company to include the cakes in that firms
Christmas hampers, a little pushing from an enthusiastic Cake Chairman often makes the difference
between an average cake sale year to an outstanding success.
Thanks once again for your participation, and I look forward to a great cake year.
Chairman June Field
02 6226 6006 (Phone)
02 6226 6776 (Fax)
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Discounts apply as follows:

Carton Discounts for orders placed between
1st July - 31st October 2015.

1.5 Kg
Carton
$1.65

1 Kg
Carton
$1.32

900 G
Carton
$1.32

No Discounts apply for Mini Fruit Cake.
NOTE: TO ATTAIN DISCOUNT PAYMENT & DELIVERY MUST BE MADE WITHIN THE DISCOUNT PERIOD.
PAYMENT METHOD 2015
Advantages to Lions Clubs of payment option
Reduces banking Fees
Payments never lost in the post
There is an Australia Post Office in every town
Eliminates Fraud & offers greater security & protection
Increased visibility, control & confidentially
Prevents lost, stolen, destroyed cheques & duplicate payments
Prevents overdrawing of cheque account for better cash flow
Payment via PayWay Card
1. Top Taste will supply each Lions Club Secretary with a new PayWay Starter Pack
2. Each PayWay card will is Unique to each Lions Club
3. Please ensue your PayWay Card is kept in a safe area by the Lions Club Secretary

Payment Method
1. Lions Clubs write out their cheque payment as per normal.
2. Lions Clubs present their PayWay Card & cheque payment together at their local Australia Post Office.
3. The Australia Post Office will process your Lions Club payment & provide the Lions Club member with a receipt of the
transaction.
4. Payment will be allocated to the Lions club Top Taste Account.
5. Transactions can only be made at Australia Post Offices & no fees will apply
*** PLEASE NOTE. Deposits over the counter at any Australia Post will only be accepted with your PayWay Card.
Attempts to pay without your PayWay Card will be rejected by Australia Post.
Loss of a PayWay Card.
1. Contact Top Taste Customer Service Team on 1800 033 366.
2. Request a new PayWay Card.
3. There will be a charge of $20.00 to replace any lost or damaged PayWay Cards.
(It may take up to 12 weeks to replace)
ORDERS"ON ACCOUNT" - NO DISCOUNTS APPLY
Any order that is to be charged to your Club Account can be posted or emailed through to George Weston Foods Top Taste.
For emailed orders do not post the same order without clearly making on it that it is a copy only Attached to your payment,
if you fail to do this there is every chance it will be duplicated
Lions Clubs can email to lionscustonerservice@gwf.com.au, Clubs would be required to fill in order form & scan & email
to
the email address provided. Confirmation of Order received & processed will be sent back to the clubs email address.

MD201 LIONS CHRISTMAS CAKE PROGRAM GUIDELINES
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FREIGHT COSTS
All freight costs are included in the price of the cakes tp Clubs.
Under no circumstances should you pay any freight to any carrier.
OUTSTANDING PAYMENTS
All outstanding payments MUST be received by Top Taste by 31st January. ph: 1800 03 33 66.
It is imperative to finalise these accounts as soon as possible after the receipt of the invoice.
If you have a query with your account please contact Top Taste Customer Service on
1800 033 366 as soon possible.
HOTLINE & WEBSITE ORDERS (from the public or corporations)
The Lions Christmas Cake TOLL FREE "HOTLINE" 1800 300 205 has proved an outstanding success since 1995.
District Cake Chairmen are often requested to be "HOTLINE" co-ordinators for their locality.
Members of the National Cake Committee are usually assigned the task of co-ordinating calls from mobile phones
&
website enquiries.
WEBPAGE - MEMBER'S AREA - ORDER FORM
www.lionsclubs.org.au/cakes
Username: Cakes
Password: Westons
Download additional order forms
Corporate Sales
The area of Corporate Sales is a largely untapped market for many clubs. But those club who do pursue corporate
sales have seen significant increases in sales.
Include with your letter a Corporate Sales Brochure. Packs of 50 of these brochures can be obtained by complet6ing & submitting a Promotional Material Order Form (refer to Appendix A)
Contact as early as possible the General Manager of the targeted businesses as many corporations plan very
early for staff/customer Christmas bonuses & gifts.
Introduce yourself to them through a follow-up phone call within two weeks.
After completion of the corporate delivery write to the organisation thanking them for their support,
advising where the funds raised will be distributed & provide them with a Certificate of Appreciation
(sample letters are available on the Christmas Cake web page www.lionsclubs.org.au/cakes and
Certificates can be purchased using the Promotional Items Order Form (refer to Appendix A).
Letter on Website
Should one of your clients require a tax invoice and your club is not registered for GST, please contact
the National Office.
Should one of your clients wish to pay by credit card and your club does not have credit card facilities,
please contact the National Office.
Note:

Top Taste minimum order of 3 cartons applies.
Early payment discounts will not apply to sales processed by the National Office.

MD201 LIONS CHRISTMAS CAKE PROGRAM GUIDELINES
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The Canberra
Valley lion statue
The Canberra Valley Lions Club acquired the lion statue from the family of Dr Ardeshir Petigura, a Canberra
Doctor who was a Lion in China and the last President of the Lions Club of Tientsin around 1946. He carried
the statue out of China during the uprising. The family moved to Peking then to Hong Kong and finally to
Australia. The Canberra Valley Lions understand the statue was made in Bohemia about 100 years ago, but
has no further information about the Tientsin Lions Club.
A search of the Lions Clubs International (LCI) website gave no results for the city of Tientsin or its Lions
Club, but further searches on the Internet provided some information about this city and it’s Lions Club. The
Liberty Lions Club, Indiana, USA, website and other Lions Club websites, had the following information,
“On October 01, 1926, China became the third nation to join the Association of Lions Clubs International. The Tientsin Lions Club in China initially included 55 members – they consisted of: Chinese,
British, German, Italian, French, Japanese, Austrian, Hungarian and American citizens. This was also the
year that the Association of Lions Clubs passed the 1,000 Club mark.”
A second Lions Club was established in Tsingtao in 1927. Tsingtao Lions founded an eye clinic, and the
Tientsin Lions founded a Boy Scout troop and soup kitchen. (Martin, Paul & Kleinfelder, Robert, 2008,
“Lions in the 21st Century”, p. 138).
The Lions Club of Hong Kong (Host) website states, “In April 1954, Past International President, Lion
Monroe L. Nute (1954-1955) visited Hong Kong and was surprised at the non-existence of Lions Clubs. He
placed an advertisement in the South China Morning Post seeking any stray past Lions in the area. Two
answered the call: P. J. Marques of Tsingtao and Y.L. Kwan of Tientsin Lions Club. At about the same
time, a group of Hong Kong Businessmen was returning from Taipei where they had met friends of Lions
District 300 [Taiwan]. Commonly imbued with the ideals of Lionism, they were thinking of forming a club in
Hong Kong. They rallied a number of local leaders and secured 25 prospective charter members. And on 4
January, 1955, an organizational meeting was held at the Gloucester Hotel. Lion C.L. Hse was elected
Charter President. The Charter presentation ceremony took place on 18 July, 1955, at the Peninsula Hotel.”
Lions Clubs, Rotary Clubs, and similar organisations, in the Republic of China (ROC), disbanded or moved
with the ROC government to Taiwan, after the People’s Republic of China (PRC) was established in 1949.
The Lions Clubs of Tsingtao & Tientsin in the PRC were formally cancelled by LCI in 1959 (Acting DG
William Ma, District 300, 1959).
Other references to Lions Clubs in China were, “Community leaders soon began to organize clubs throughout the United States, and the association became "international" with the formation of the Windsor, Ontario,
Canada Lions Club in 1920. Clubs were later organized in China, Mexico, and Cuba. By 1927, membership
stood at 60,000 in 1,183 clubs.” [Lionnet]
“China became the third Lion nation when a club began meeting in Tientsin on October 1, 1926. Truly international, the Tientsin club’s 55 members included Chinese, British, German, Italian, French, Japanese, Austrian, Hungarian, and United States members.” [Martin, Paul, 1991, “We Serve: A History of the Lions
Clubs”, p. 18]
“Although there have been Lions Clubs in China since 1926 (Tianjin), official recognition [by the PRC] of
the Lions Clubs came on June 15, 2005, when the founding ceremony for “Lions Club of China” was held in
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing. A total of 400 participants including representatives of Lions Clubs
from the Chinese mainland, Hong Kong SAR, Macao SAR and major officials with Lions Clubs International took part in the ceremony.” [Footprints Recruiting]
These references indicate that Lions Clubs in two cities, Tientsin & Tianjin, were the first in China. Further
Internet searching provided the answer. Tianjin is now the 4th largest city in China, after Shanghai, Beijing,
and Guangzhou. Tianjin is located east of Beijing, on the Grand Canal, and is 30 minutes by inter-city train
from Beijing. Most places in China have more than one spelling of their name, depending on the dialect of
the area, ’Tianjin’ is the Pinyin spelling, ‘T’ien-ching’ is another spelling, and ’Tientsin’ is the ‘Postal Map’
spelling of the very same city, the most used form being Tianjin. The population of Tianjin was 10.3 million
in the 2010 census.
So, what is Tianjin/T’ien-ching/Tientsin like? “You may hear the label ‘The City of Bridges’, Pittsburgh and
Florence are just two cities that have been granted that moniker. However, with thirteen bridges spanning the
Haihe [River] and its tributaries, Tianjin also has a strong, if unexpected, claim to the title.” (Bacon, Paul
“Rivertown: The Bridges of Tianjin”, 21 Dec 2009, http://www.echinacities.com/Tianjin)
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The Canberra
Valley lion statue Cont;
One of the bridges in Tianjin is called the ‘Stone Lion Forest Bridge’ (Shizilin Qiao), which was built in
1973 with a unique theme of 1,183 carved lion plaques and statues, ranging in size from as small as your fist
up to four the size of real lions. (Photo by sohu.com.au)
So, Tianjin/T’ien-ching/Tientsin has an association with lion statues, and the number of statues on the bridge
are the same as the number of Lions Clubs world-wide in 1927, the year after the first Lions Club in China
was formed in that city. Is that a coincidence or not?
“The Tianjin area was first settled in 340 BC; it was called Zhigu (Straight Port) during the Sui Dynasty (581
-618 AD), when the Grand Canal was constructed. During the Jin and Yuan Dynasties Tianjin became a town
of military importance and a food / grain transport centre. In 1404, in the 2 nd year of the Yongle Emperor’s
rule in the Ming Dynasty, Tianjin was built as a city. Tianjin means ‘a port for the emperor’. In June 1858 the
Treaty of Tianjin was signed, which opened Tianjin to foreign trade.” (Bacon, Paul, Rivertown: The Bridges
of Tianjin)
Lion David Robson
June 2013

L-R Lions Lady Lois Parker, the lion statue, & DG Gary Parker, at the 2012 N2 District Changeover.

‘Stone Lion Forest Bridge’ (Shizilin Qiao),
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Lions Cakes & Puddings - N2 Chairman:
Lion June Field.
(H) 02 6226 6006 - (M)0438 630 116
(E) j_jfield@bigpond.net.au

Lion Mints & Fudge - N2 Chairman:
Lion John Penney
P: 02 4283 1109
E: mrjp@westnet.com.au

